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The Shepherd 
and His Sheep 

 

by C. Wordsmith 
 

Isaiah 40:10,11; John 10:1-18 
 

The Shepherd is charged 
With the sheep of His fold: 
With the leading of lambs 

Out and in; 
With His promise of life 

Through faith taken hold, 
They gather in safety 

To Him; 
For life He proved sure, 

When He rose from the tomb 
After death of the cross 

For His own: 
Sinless, yet slain 

In the wayward lamb's room, 
To secure for them 
Pardon and home. 

 
t.J.t.g. 

 
Isaiah 53:6  

 Did you know that Pi (3.14) can be found 
in the Bible? 
 Pi is a mathematical constant defined as 
the ratio of a circle's circumference to its 
diameter. It is found in both 1 Kings 7:23-
26: 

23And he made a molten sea, ten cu-
bits from the one brim to the other: 
it was round all about, and his 
height was five cubits: and a line of 
thirty cubits did compass it round 
about. 24And under the brim of it 
round about there were knops com-
passing it, ten in a cubit, compass-
ing the sea round about: the knops 
were cast in two rows, when it was 
cast. 25It stood upon twelve oxen, 
three looking toward the north, and 
three looking toward the west, and 
three looking toward the south, and 
three looking toward the east: and 
the sea was set above upon them, 
and all their hinder parts were in-

(Continued on page 2) 

Pi In the Bible 
 

By Pastor Alfred B. Davis 
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 But where did the Welsh Baptists 
come from? Mr. D.B. Ray says: "No liv-
ing historian, whether friend or foe, can 
find the origin of the Welsh Baptists this 
side of the apostles." 
 Mr. J. Davis, in his history of the 
Welsh Baptists, says that many families 
from Wales were visiting Rome during 
Paul's imprisonment there in A.D. 63. 
Among them was a woman named 
Claudia, who was married to a man 
named Pudence. "Pudence and Clau-
dia, his wife, who belonged to Caesar’s 
household, under the blessing of God 
on Paul’s preaching, were brought to the 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, 
and made a profession of the Christian 
religion. These, together with other 
Welshmen, among the Roman soldiers, 
who had tasted that the Lord was gra-
cious, exerted themselves on the behalf 
of their countrymen in Wales who were 
at that time vile idolators." 
 Christianity was in this way intro-
duced into the highest families of the 
Welsh people, Claudia being a daughter 
of the Welsh king, Caractacus. 
 Nothing of importance is communi-
cated with reference to these Christians 
until the year 180, when two Welshmen 
whose names were Faganus and Dam-
icanus were converted in Rome and 
"becoming eminent ministers of the gos-
pel were sent from Rome to assist their 
brethren in Wales.” 
 The Welsh occupied that part of the 
Isle of Britain now known as England 
until about A.D. 500, "But ever since," 
says Mr. Davis, "they have dwelt on a 
tract of land, on the western part of the 
island, now called Cumry, or Wales. The 
Welshmen, for a considerable time, had 
a sort of religious quarrel with one of 
their countrymen, of the name of Mor-

gan, known abroad by the name of Pe-
lagius. The civil war between them and 
the Scots and Picts, was by no means a 
friend to religion; and the measures they 
took in calling in the Saxons to assist 
them, in the year 449, were very injudi-
cious; for the Saxons never returned to 
their own country. After many bloody 
and desperate battles for many years, 
the Saxons by stratagems too horrid to 
mention drove the Welsh to the moun-
tains and took possession of their land." 
 Mr. Davis mentions Gildas, Dyfrig, 
Dynawt, Teilo, Padaru, Pawlin, Daniel, 
and some others as having been minis-
ters among the Welsh Baptists as early 
as A.D. 600. Dynawt was a man of 
learning and was president of the Col-
lege of Bangor. 
 Soon after the year 600, Austin came 
from Rome to convert the Saxons from 
paganism to popery. Having succeeded 
in a great measure in England, he re-
solved to try his experiments upon the 
Welsh. He was, however, disappointed. 
The Welsh agreed to meet with Austin in 
an association held on the borders of 
Herefordshire. Austin said he would pro-
pose three things to the Welsh ministers 
and messengers of the different church-
es of the Principality. First he proposed 
infant baptism. “He was answered im-
mediately by the Welsh, that they would 
keep this ordinance, as well as other 
things, as they had received them from 
the apostolic age. On hearing this, Aus-
tin was exceedingly wroth, and persuad-
ed the Saxons to murder one thousand 
and two hundred of the Welsh ministers 
and delegates then present; and many 
more afterwards were put to death, be-
cause they would not submit to infant 
baptism." 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Pi In the Bible 

ward. 26And it was an hand 
breadth thick, and the brim 
thereof was wrought like 
the brim of a cup, with 
flowers of lilies: it con-
tained two thousand baths. 

And in 2 Chronicles 4:2-5: 
2Also he made a molten sea 
of ten cubits from brim to 
brim, round in compass, 
and five cubits the height 
thereof; and a line of thirty 
cubits did compass it round 
about. 3And under it was 
the similitude of oxen, 
which did compass it round 
about: ten in a cubit, com-
passing the sea round 
about. Two rows of oxen 
were cast, when it was cast. 
4It stood upon twelve oxen, 
three looking toward the 
north, and three looking 
toward the west, and three 
looking toward the south, 
and three looking toward 
the east: and the sea was 
set above upon them, and 
all their hinder parts were 
inward. 5And the thickness 
of it was an handbreadth, 
and the brim of it like the 
work of the brim of a cup, 
with flowers of lilies; and it 
received and held three 
thousand baths. 

 In both chapters we find a de-
scription of a large “molten sea” or 
basin for the ceremonial washing of 
the priests in the Temple. It is de-
scribed as 10 cubits from brim to 
brim (diameter) and 30 cubits com-
passed it round about (circum-
ference). Since a cubit is about 18 
inches, we can say that the sea or 
basin is 180 inches in diameter and 
540 inches in circumference. Of 
course, some will be quick to point 
out that this description yields a 
value of only 3, not 3.14, for pi, and 
they would be right. 
 They would be right because the 
value of pi is calculated by dividing 
the circumference of a circle by its 
diameter. In this case, 30 divided by 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

More On the Baptists in Wales 

By J. A. Shackelford, 1848 



 

Good Time at Our Pie Day Fellowship 
  

 We had a wonderful time at 
our annual Pie Day fellowship 
om March 15 in honor of Pi Day, 
March 14 (=3.14). As you can 
see by the picture, we had plen-
ty of pies to choose from, as 
well as a great salad and sloppy 
joes. We had a great time of 
fellowship with plenty of pie left 
over to enjoy at the evening 
service. Thanks to everyone 
who worked and prayed to 
make it possible! 
 Last month, we mentioned in this column that you can find pi in the Bible. 
Well, that led to a longer study of pi in the Bible culminating in the main arti-
cle, Pi In the Bible, in this month’s Bible Baptist Beacon. We hope it is a 
blessing and an encouragement to you, and a reminder that the Bible, while 
not a science or math textbook, is always accurate when it addresses scien-
tific or mathematical truths. 
 

Statehouse Outing 
  

 Happy 250th anniversary to 
the Declaration of Independence. 
 Nearly 200 people, including 
government officials, school chil-
dren, and homeschoolers gath-
ered in the Ohio Statehouse Atri-
um on March 20 for a celebratory 
reading of the United States Dec-
laration of Independence. Among 
those gathered were several 
members of the Richfield Bible 
Baptist. 
 The celebratory reading was a 
part of the celebration of 
America’s 250th birthday, 
sponsored by the Ohio Chris-
tian Alliance. OCA President 
Chris Long thanked us for 
supporting the event, saying, 
“Thank you Pastor Al and 
friends from Richfield Bible 
Baptist church for coming to 
the Statehouse Reading of 
the Declaration of Independ-
ence with students and legis-
lators.” 
 The Declaration of Inde-
pendence is a unique docu-
ment. It is not merely a dec-
laration to man, it is a decla-

        (Continued on page 4) 
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 The majority of the Welsh people, 
however, submitted to popery, more out 
of fear than love, and but little is known 
of their religious history up to the time of 
the reformation. Mr. Davis says that 
Theophilus Evans "traces the remnant 
of the Welsh Baptists through the dark-
ness of popery to the year 1000.” He 

(Continued from page 2) also says that “Peter Williams, a Meth-
odist preacher, who wrote an exposition 
on the Old and New Testaments in 
Welsh, has followed them through the 
thick clouds till they were buried out of 
sight in the smoke, in the year of our 
Lord, 1115." 
 The Welsh Baptists, according to 

(Continued on page 5) 

More On the Baptists in Wales 

L-R: OCA Pres. Chris Long, Treasurer Robert Sprague, 

Rep. Bill Roemer*, Auditor Kieth Faber, Rep. Jack Daniels* 

*Sponsors of HCR 22, Encourage students to read the U.S. 

Declaration of Independence 



10, or 540 divided by 180, is 3, not 
3.14. 
 Well, before you try to explain it 
as an error, remember that there is 
more to the description in both pas-
sages than just the diameter and the 
circumference. Both passag-
es tell us that the thickness 
of the basin was one hand-
breadth (about 4 inches). So, 
subtracting the thickness of 
the two sides of the basin (8 
inches) we find that the in-
side diameter is only 172 
inches. Dividing the circum-
ference of 540 by 172 yields 
3.14 (pi) based on the inside 
dimensions of the basin, 
which is what you need to 
know in order to fill it. It is 
also the volume of clay needed to 
form the inside portion of the mold in 
order to cast the basin describe in the 
Bible. 
 Speaking of filling the basin, that 
brings up another supposed error. The 
account in 1 Kings 7:26 says “it con-
tained two thousand baths” yet the 
passage in 2 Chronicles 2:5 says, “it 
received and held three thousand 
baths.” That’s quite a difference! 
 Of course, this would be quite a 
problem, if the passage in 1 Kings and 
the passage in 2 Chronicles were talk-
ing about the same thing. A closer 
reading of the two passages, however, 
reveals that they are not talking about 
the same thing. In 1 Kings we are giv-
en the amount of water normally con-
tained in the basin when in use, not 

(Continued from page 2) the total capacity. 2 Chronicles, on the 
other hand, gives us the total capacity 
that the basin could receive and hold. 
It’s kind of like looking at a gallon jug 
of milk. It contains a gallon of milk but 
there is a certain amount of empty 
space at the top, enough to receive and 

hold a little more than a gallon of milk. 
 Unfortunately, having dealt with 
these two problems, we still have one 
more significant problem left. Using 
the maximum capacity of the basin, 
3000 baths, the maximum capacity of 
the basin would have to be about 
17,400 gallons, if one bath equals 
about 5.8 gallons. This is problematic 
because the calculated volume of the 
basin, if it were a cylinder, would be 
only about 8646 gallons. That’s about 
8754 gallons too small! 
 One possible solution is that the 
basin was not a smooth cylinder but 
bulged out at the sides in order to hold 
the additional volume of water. That 
would be quite a bulge, but, since noth-
ing in the text suggests that sort of 
bulbous shape, I do not view this as an 

Pi In the Bible 
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acceptable solution. 
 Another, more likely, possibility is 
that the size of the cubits used to de-
scribe the basin using the Hebrew 
long or royal cubit of 20.4 inches. Us-
ing the larger royal cubit, we can re-
calculate the volume of the basin to be 

about 14,432 gallons. Di-
viding 14,432 gallons by 
3000 baths gives us a re-
vised equivalent of one bath 
equaling 4.8 gallons. Alt-
hough 4.8 is smaller than 
5.8, it is still within the 
range of 4.3–5.8 gallons 
commonly accepted by 
scholars and archeologists 
for one bath, thus making it 
an acceptable solution to the 
volume problem. 
 As you can see, the sup-

posed problems with the large sea or 
basin described in 1 Kings 7 and 2 
Chronicles 4, like most supposed Bi-
ble problems, can be solved by paying 
attention to what the text actually says 
and patiently working through it. So, 
the next time you are faced with one 
of these difficult passages or are told 
by someone that they have found an 
error in the Bible, don’t assume right 
away that God is wrong. Give God the 
benefit of the doubt. Pray about it. 
Take some time to study and really 
look at what the Bible says rather than 
what someone says that it says. Seek 
help from other Bible believers who 
have wrestled with the same difficult 
or problem text. And, if you let Him, 
the Holy Spirit will likely guide you 
to a solution.       

ration of dependence and reliance 
upon God. In fact, God is men-
tioned four times in the Declara-
tion. (For more information, see 
Pastor Al’s article, God in the Dec-
laration of Independence, online 
at: https://pg.mapleknoll.us/
GodintheDeclaration.pdf) 
 At the close of the program, 
Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost 
had the room join in with him 
singing, America the Beautiful. 
Following the program, we joined 
with Rep. Melanie Miller and her 
husband, Ashland Mayor Mat Mil-
ler, and a number of students on 
a tour of the Statehouse.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost 

Ashland Mayor Mat Miller 

Rep. Melanie Miller 

Pastor Al Davis 

The Resurrection  
 

“The resurrection is the cor-
nerstone which supports the 
entire building of Christianity. 
It is the keystone in the arch 
of our salvation. It would 
take a volume to set forth all 
the streams of living water 
which flow from this one 
sacred source, the resurrec-
tion of our dear Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. But to 
know that He has risen, and 
to have fellowship with Him 
by possessing a risen life, 
this is even still more pre-
cious.” 

—Charles Spurgeon 
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Mr. Davis, were not destroyed in this 
time of persecution, but many of them 
hid away in their mountain fastnesses 
and maintained an existence all along 
through the dark reign of popery. “The 
vale of Carleon is situated between 
England and the mountainous part of 
Wales, just at the foot of the mountains. 
It is our valley of Piedmont; the moun-
tains of Merthyn Tydfyl, our Alps; and 
the crevices of the rocks, the hiding-
places of the lambs of the sheep of 
Christ, where the ordinances of the gos-
pel, to this day, have been administered 
in their primitive mode, without being 
adulterated by the corrupt church of 
Rome." 
 We see, therefore, that the Welsh 
and English Baptists had their wilder-
ness period, corresponding in date and 
period of time with that of the Baptists in 
Italy, France and Spain. 
 In the year 1586, John ab Henry, 
called by the English John Penry, who 
was an Episcopal minister in both the 
colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, dis-
sented from the church of England and 
became a Baptist. Mr. Davis says that 
he at once became a ringleader of 
those Baptists in Wales, who never had 
and never would bow the knee to the 
great beast of Rome, nor any of his 
horns in England. He was noted for pie-
ty, ministerial gifts, and zeal for the wel-
fare of his countrymen. He was a native 
of Brecknockshire, and the first who 
publicly preached the gospel among the 
Baptists in Wales, after the reformation; 
which implies that the gospel was, more 
or less, privately preached among the 
Baptists in the Welsh mountains during 
the whole reign of popery." 
 William Jones was brought up a 
Presbyterian and was imprisoned under 
the rule of Charles II. He became con-
verted to Baptist principles while in pris-
on, and on his release traveled eighty 
miles in order to be baptized. This 
shows the importance the Welsh Bap-
tists attached to regular baptism. On his 
return he baptized eleven others. This 
was the beginning of the church at 
Rhydwilim, which was constituted in the 
year 1668, and had grown to eight hun-
dred members in 1835. 
 The first Baptist Association held in 
Wales after the reformation was held at 
Abergavenny, on the 14th and 15th 
days of June, 1653. Only five churches 
were represented which were as fol-
lows: Olchon, Llantrisaint, Llanwenarth, 
Swansea, and Carmarthen. The names 
of twenty-four messengers appear on 

(Continued from page 3) or to adopt any of their maxims. Austin 
meeting with this prompt refusal, en-
deavored to compromise matters with 
these strenuous Welshmen, and re-
quested that they would consent to 
hear him in three things, one of which 
was that they would give Christendom, 
that is, baptism to their children; but 
with none of his propositions would 
they comply."! 
 We have already seen the result 
upon the part of the Welsh Baptists in 
rejecting the propositions of Austin. 
 The Baptist historians in England, 
says Benedict, contend that the first 
British Christians were Baptists, and 
that they maintained Baptist principles 
until the coming of Austin. Since that 
time “the church in the Island was di-
vided into two parts, the old and the 
new. The old, or Baptist church main-
tained their original principles. But the 
new church adopted infant baptism, 
and the rest of the multiplying supersti-
tions of Rome." 
 From this time until the reformation 
we can catch only glimpses of the Bap-
tists in England, almost losing sight of 
the churches as organizations during 
this time, but a people holding to Bap-
tist principles were known to exist dur-
ing all this period. They were com-
pelled to hold their meetings in secret, 
and their church records, if discovered, 
were destroyed. Mr. Benedict, in a 
note, page 337, says: "From all the 
fragments of history, I am inclined to 
the belief that Baptist churches under 
various circumstances, have existed in 
England from the time of William the 
Conqueror (about 1050), four or five 
centuries prior to those of which any 
definite accounts have come down to 
us; and that the more the history of the 
dark ages is explored, the more this 
opinion will be confirmed. Baptist 
churches, in persecuting times, were 
merely household affairs - which must 
of necessity, be hid from public view. 
More than three centuries had elapsed 
before any of the Baptists in England 
had any knowledge that a church of 
their order once existed in Chesterton, 
in 1457. Mr. R. Robinson brought the 
facts to light by examining the MS. rec-
ords of the old bishop of Ely; and no 
doubt many other such discoveries 
might be made, if similar records were 
consulted.    
================================================= 

 

From J. A. Shackelford, Compendium of 
Baptist History, 1892, pp. 261-280; reprint. 

Scanned and formatted by Jim Duvall. 
[https://baptisthistoryhomepage.com 
shackelford.compendium.21.html] 

the minutes. This Association contin-
ued to meet from this time, almost 
every year, without interruption, and in 
1689, the Welsh Baptists published 
their Confession of Faith, which was 
adopted by the Philadelphia Baptist 
Association in 1742. 
 These facts with reference to the 
Welsh Baptists have been compiled 
from Davis’ history. Davis was a 
Welshman and obtained most of the 
information contained in his history 
from a history of the Welsh Baptists 
by Rev. Joshua Thomas, a native of 
Wales. 
 I find by consulting the Baptist 
Hand Book of Great Britain and Ire-
land, for 1891, that the church at 
Wrexham is the oldest Baptist church 
in Wales which is in existence at the 
present time. This church was consti-
tuted in 1630. Rev. Philip A. Hudgell is 
the present pastor. 
 Mr. David Benedict, quot-
ing Memoirs of the English Baptists, 
by Rev. Josiah Taylor, says: "About 
sixty years after the ascension of our 
Lord, Christianity was planted in Brit-
ain, and a number of royal blood and 
many of inferior birth were called to be 
saints. Here the gospel nourished 
much in early times, and here, also, 
its followers endured many afflictions 
and calamities from pagan persecu-
tions. The British Christians experi-
enced various changes of prosperity 
and adversity, until about the year 
600. A little previous to this period, 
Austin, the monk, with about forty oth-
ers were sent here by Pope Gregory 
the Great to convert the pagans to 
popery, and to subject all the British 
Christians to the dominion of Rome. 
The enterprise succeeded, and con-
version (or rather perversion) work 
was performed on a large scale. King 
Ethelbert, and his court, and a consid-
erable part of his kingdom were won 
over by the successful monk, who 
consecrated the river Swale, near 
York, in which he caused to be bap-
tized ten thousand of his converts in a 
single day. 
 Having met with so much success 
in England, he resolved to try what he 
could do in Wales. There were many 
British Christians who had fled hither 
in former times to avoid the brutal rav-
ages of the outrageous Saxons. The 
monk held a synod in the neighbor-
hood, and sent to their pastors to re-
quest them to receive the pope’s com-
mandment; but they utterly refused to 
listen to either the monk or the pope; 
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SERVICES OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• Sunday School                                      10:00 AM 

• Sunday Morning Worship Service         11:00 AM 

• Sunday Evening Worship Service             6:00 PM 

• Wednesday Evening Prayer Service         7:00 PM 

• Friday Bible Study            7:00 PM 

 
 

MINISTRIES OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• Bible Studies & Expository Preaching 

• World Missions & Local Evangelism 

• Internet Outreach: BBCRichfield.com     
         LiveWithPastorAl.com 

• Radio Outreach Ministry on WHKW 1220 AM:     
Late Night Live with Pastor Al — Sunday, 10:00 PM 
Live With Pastor Al — Friday 1:30 PM 

 
 

LOCATION OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• The Bible Baptist Church meets in the Richfield  
Commons Plaza at the corner of Wheatley and 
Brecksville Roads, in Richfield, Ohio, at:       
4174 Wheatley Rd., Suite 200         
Richfield, Ohio 44286 

 

GOD’S SIMPLE PLAN OF SALVATION 
 

• WHO IS GOOD?  “As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one.”  (Romans 3:10) 

 

• WHO HAS SINNED?  “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23) 

 

• WHERE DID SIN COME FROM?  “Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned.”  (Romans 5:12) 

 

• WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN?  “For the wages of 
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23) 

 

• WHAT IS OUR HOPE?  “But God commended His love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.”  (Romans 5:8) 

 

• WHAT SHOULD WE DO?  “That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved.”  (Romans 10:9) 

  

 “For  whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
 be saved.” (Romans 10:13) 

“So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17 ) 
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