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What’s Wrong with the Nativity Scene? 
 

By Pastor Alfred B. Davis 

Please Note: 
Use of sources, quotes, and 
other references does not 

constitute an endorsement of 
any publication, individual, 

organization, or ministry by the 
Richfield Bible Baptist Church, 

the Bible Baptist Beacon, or 
Pastor Davis. 

 It seems every year, with the advent of the 
Christmas season, comes the annual hue and cry 
over the constitutionality of displaying a nativity 
scene on public property. This year, the humbug 
spirit manifested itself in Mullins, South Caroli-
na, and Pataskala, Ohio.  
 In Mullins, Mayor Miko Pickett ordered the 
removal of a nativity scene from city property, 
arguing the display makes the city appear “not 
neutral” on religion. The three-by-four-foot na-
tivity scene, erected by the Mullins Beautifica-
tion Committee, was a part of a larger holiday 
display including a 
snowman, Santa 
Claus, wreaths, and 
lights. Committee 
Chair Kimberly 
Byrd said she re-
ceived a text from 
Mayor Pickett or-
dering the nativity 
scene to be removed 
from public proper-
ty, noting some citi-
zens have different 
beliefs. However, in 
a November 26 Fa-
cebook post, ac-
cording to WCVI 
ABC News 4, in Charleston, South Carolina 
(https://abcnews4.com/news/state/i-stand-for-jesus-co 
mmittee-defies-mayors-order-to-remove-nativity-scene
-in-mullins-miko-pickett-facebook-page-manger-christ 

mas-holiday-decorations), Mayor Pickett stated: 
I would like to clarify my reported com-
ment about the nativity scene. I request-
ed that the nativity scene be removed 
solely from the PUBLIC parking area. 
The reason for this is the separation of 
Church and State applies to municipali-
ties as well, regarding religious symbols 
on public property and parks. 

 As of December 2, the Mullins nativity scene 
was still standing. 
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    31 - New Year’s Eve 

 In Pataskala, Ohio, City Manager Timothy 
Hickin disallowed a request for a live nativity 
scene. Susan Conley had asked to have a live 
nativity scene on the City’s Veterans Green as 
part of a holiday-themed farmers market in De-
cember. Mayor Mike Compton, in an October 31 
article in the Black Chronicle (https://black chroni-
cle.com/midwest/ohio/exclusive-mayor-says-nativity-al 

lowable-challenges-ramaswamy/), said that “a city 
employee automatically rejected the live nativity 
based on direction from the city’s law director 
from several years in the past”. 

 Conley con-
tacted attorneys at 
Jones Day and 
First Liberty Insti-
tute, who sent a 
letter to the city 
on Oct. 24, de-
manding Pataska-
la allow the per-
mit by Oct. 31 or 
face a lawsuit. 
 Even Ohio 
gubernatorial can-
didate Vivek 
Ramaswami – a 
Hindu – weighed 
in, posting on X 

(formerly Twitter) on October 29: 
The city of Pataskala, Ohio recently 
denied a petition from local residents to 
set up a live nativity scene at a holiday-
themed farmers market in December. 
This is blatantly unconstitutional. Deny-
ing permits for religious displays on 
public property because of their content 
is a First Amendment violation & has a 
chilling effect on all religious faiths. In 
recent years, Christianity has been un-
fairly targeted by secular political lead-
ers; in the future, it could easily be other 
faiths too. But it’s always wrong, uncon-

(Continued on page 2) 
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 The Gospels do not record this familiar 
saying of Jesus. Paul quoted it and Luke 
wrote it down, and so it is preserved to us. 
 "It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive;" that is a fundamental truth; it is 
axiomatic. Yet it is much disbelieved. The 
simple-hearted are incredulous; sin and 
selfishness doubt it and despise it: maturer 
judgment understands and assents to it; but 
only piety practices it. Maybe it would be 
better to say that this is a much believed 
and unpracticed truth. 
WHAT IS IT TO GIVE? 
 First - It is not a thoughtless, hasty in-
dulgence or soft selfishness. A man sees a 
beggar; he is touched by a quick, shallow 
pity, and tosses a penny to be rid of his 
pity. That is not giving; it is a bribe to con-
science; it is a cheap way to buy yourself 
off from duty. You hush up regret, you 
purchase job-lots of self-righteousness, and 
you get the needy off of your hands at five 
or ten cents a head. It is the mistake of 
your life to call this charity. 
 Second - The giving of this text is not 
that interchange of presents customary at 
Christmas times and other occasions of 
joy. These are not Christmas gifts, they are 
Christmas courtesies. I would not say a 
word against this beautiful custom; it 
might be well to offer a caution against 
sinful extravagance, and the burdens pride 
imposes on those too poor to enjoy this 
expensive pleasure, and also against a mer-
cenary feeling of reciprocity that uncon-
sciously arises; the only criticism I offer is, 
let us not confuse these courtesies with 
charity, and misname an interchange of 
presents-giving. In Luke 14:12 - Jesus says 
that we should not invite choice compan-
ions and rich neighbors to dine with us, if 
we do it in expectation of a return of the 
courtesy; but, if we would be truly charita-

ble, call in the poor and the suffering who 
cannot recompense us. It is so much easier 
to practice courtesy than charity; and men 
have been prodigal in presents who never 
did any real giving in all their days. 
 Third – The bequests of the dead are 
also falsely called gifts. You can only give 
what you have; when you are dead you do 
not have it, hence you cannot give it, hence 
you can give only while you are alive. One 
relinquishes all he has at death; he can 
leave it, but he cannot give it. Our text is to 
be practiced by living people, not by dead 
ones; it is not an epitaph for tombstones, 
but a rule for the field and workshop and 
counting-room and study. Oftentimes ava-
rice holds on hard to its hoardings till death 
comes to loosen the grip; then the schem-
ing brain proposes a last shrewd bargain on 
the brink of the grave and would purchase 
the fair name and fame of charity by some 
popular bequest. I say in all fairness that is 
not giving. 
 I am not saying anything against be-
quests. It is better for a man to leave his 
money in the right place than in the wrong 
place; if we will not give right while we 
are alive, let us leave it right after we are 
dead. Bequests have greatly blessed the 
earth, and are to be greatly praised; but this 
post-mortem charity is not nigh so blessed 
as for a living brain and a loving heart to 
give and receive, and rejoice in the bless-
ing of the giving. 
 Fourth - Real giving is to render salu-
tary service. Jesus says, (Matthew 5:42): 
"Give to every man that asketh of thee, and 
from him that would borrow of thee turn 
not thou away." In plain English that 
means to render salutary service to every 
man, in gift or loan. You must always give; 
but you are under no obligation to give 

(Continued on page 5) 
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What’s Wrong with 
the Nativity Scene? 

stitutional, and un-American… 
(https://x.com/VivekGRamaswamy/

status/19836238977 79204390) 
 According to WBNS, Channel 10, in 
Columbus, Pataskala did an about-face, 
now allowing the live nativity: 

On Thursday [October 30], 
Mayor Compton and city lead-
ers re-evaluated policies, com-
ing to the solution that reli-
gious expression on public 
property would be acceptable, 
so long as it is clear that it is 
not sponsored by the city. 
(https://www.10tv.com/article/new 
s/local/city-of-pataskala-nativity-s 
cene-threat-legal-action/530-83da 
80f0-6995-43f2-b46b-f00f1c6a5cb 

c) 
 Thankfully, in both Mullins and 
Pataskala, organizers of the nativity dis-
plays stood their ground and refused to 
remove the displays. Fortunately, they 
did not have to go to court to do so. Had 
they needed to however, it is likely that 
they would have won because the Su-
preme Court held 5-to-4 in the 1984 
Lynch v. Donnelly case (https://suprem 

e.justia.com/cases/federal/us/465/668/) that 
it is not a violation of the Constitution 
for a community to display a nativity 
scene along with other secular elements 
on public property: 

 The city of Pawtucket, R.I., 
annually erects a Christmas 
display in a park owned by a 
nonprofit organization and 
located in the heart of the city's 
shopping district. The display 
includes, in addition to such 
objects as a Santa Claus house, 
a Christmas tree, and a banner 
that reads "SEASONS GREET-
INGS," a creche or Nativity 
scene, which has been part of 
this annual display for 40 years 
or more. Respondents brought 
an action in Federal District 
Court, challenging the inclu-
sion of the creche in the display 
on the ground that it violated 
the Establishment Clause of the 
First Amendment, as made 
applicable to the states by the 
Fourteenth Amendment. The 
District Court upheld the chal-
lenge and permanently en-
joined the city from including 
the creche in the display. The 
Court of Appeals affirmed. 
 Held: Notwithstanding the 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Is Giving Better Than Receiving? 
Acts 20:35 

By J. O. Rust, Nashville, TN, The Baptist Argus, 1897  



 

“We’re saying MERRY CHRISTMAS 
again!”     —President Donald J. Trump 
 

“One of the amazing truths about salva-
tion is the realization that Christ doesn't 
simply fix what's wrong in our lives, but 
He genuinely gives us a new life in Him." 

 —Jerry Fincannon 
 

“Although my memory's fading, I remem-
ber two things very clearly: I am a great 
sinner and Christ is a great Savior.” 

—John Newton (1725-1807) 
 

“No one in hell can say, I went to Christ 
and He rejected me.” 

—Charles H. Spurgeon 
 

“God didn’t call a man to fill a pulpit with 
politics, psychology, or popularity con-
test. He called him to preach the Book! 
(THE BIBLE) If a man doesn’t believe the 
Bible is the inerrant, infallible, inspired 
Word of God, he has no business stand-
ing behind a pulpit.”    —Oliver B. Greene 
 

“

Christmas Related Articles Available Online  
 

 Over the years Pastor Davis has written a number of articles, and a few 
parodies relating to Christmas You can find them online at our radio program 
webpage, LiveWithPastorAl.com. We hope that they will be a blessing and an 
encouragement to you as you celebrate the Birth of our Lord and Saviour Je-
sus Christ. Merry Christmas! 

 
Articles 

• The Birth of Christ According To the Scriptures        
https://pg.mapleknoll.us/birthofchrist.pdf 

• The Spirit of Herod Is Alive and Well             
http://pg.mapleknoll.us/TheSpiritofHerod.pdf 

• What's Wrong with the Nativity Scene?            
http://pg.mapleknoll.us/WhatsWrongwiththeNativityScene 

• Who were the Shepherds?                
http://pg.mapleknoll.us/WhoWeretheShepherds.html 

• Why was the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ Necessary?                   
http://pg.mapleknoll.us/WhyVirginBirthNecessary.html 

• Why was Jesus made a "little lower than the angels"?                 
http://live.mapleknoll.us/littlelowerthanangels.html 

 
Parodies 

• T'was the Night Before Winter Fest           
http://pg.mapleknoll.us/winterfest.html 

• How the ACLU Stole Christmas! (With Apologies to Dr. Suess)     
http://pg.mapleknoll.us/HowtheACLUStoleChristmas.html 

• Kitty Claws are Coming Around             
http://pg.mapleknoll.us/KittyClaws 

 
 Another way to find these 
materials is to go to the in-
dex page for all the articles 
(and a few more) that have 
appeared over the years in 
the Bible Baptist Beacon. 
 This webpage provides a 
subject index to all of Pastor 
Davis’s articles, including a 
heading for Christmas. 
 You can find it at: https://pg.mapleknoll.us/PGSArticleIndex.html. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
 

 Take a break from the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season and join 
us for our annual 
Christmas Eve Can-
dlelight service at 
7:00pm on Christ-
mas Eve at the Rich-
field Bible Baptist 
Church. 
 We will start the 
evening singing 
songs celebrating 
the birth of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Then, with 
the lights down low 
and candles burning, 
Pastor Davis will 
read  The Birth of 
Christ According To 
the Scriptures. When he finishes the reading, everyone will have the oppor-
tunity to light a candle and share a special memory and give thanks or praise 
the Lord for something special God has done for them in the past year as we 
spread the light around the room. Afterwards, you are invited to stay for  a 
time of fellowship, light refreshments, and Christmas cookies.  
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religious significance of the cre-
che, Pawtucket has not violated 
the Establishment Clause. 

 The Court went on to further say: 
 It would be ironic, however, if 
the inclusion of a single symbol of 
a particular historic religious 
event, as part of a celebration 
acknowledged in the Western 
World for 20 centuries, and in 
this country by the people, by the 
Executive Branch, by the Con-
gress, and the courts for 2 centu-
ries, would so "taint" the city's 
exhibit as to render it violative of 
the Establishment Clause. To for-
bid the use of this one passive 
symbol — the creche — at the 
very time people are taking note 
of the season with Christmas 
hymns and carols in public 
schools and other public places, 
and while the Congress and legis-
latures open sessions with prayers 
by paid chaplains, would be a 
stilted overreaction contrary to 
our history and to our holdings. If 
the presence of the creche in this 
display violates the Establishment 
Clause, a host of other forms of 
taking official note of Christmas, 
and of our religious heritage, are 
equally offensive to the Constitu-
tion. 
 The Court has acknowledged 
that the "fears and political prob-
lems" that gave rise to the Reli-
gion Clauses in the 18th century 
are of far less concern today. 
...We are unable to perceive the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Bishop of Rome, or other power-
ful religious leaders behind every 
public acknowledgment of the 
religious heritage long officially 
recognized by the three constitu-
tional branches of government. 
Any notion that these symbols 
pose a real danger of establish-
ment of a state church is 
farfetched indeed. 
 …We hold that, notwithstanding 
the religious significance of the 
creche, the city of Pawtucket has 
not violated the Establishment 
Clause of the First Amendment. 

 So why the annual objections to the 
display of nativity scenes on public proper-
ty? After all, the United States Supreme 
Court recognizes it as an appropriate cul-
tural, historical, and Constitutionally per-
missible part of a community’s Christmas 
celebrations – so long as secular elements 

(Continued from page 2) 
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26For if we sin willfully after that 
we have received the knowledge 
of the truth, there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins, 27But a 
certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adver-
saries. 

 And that, I would say, gets to the heart 
of why the world objects to nativity dis-
plays. It reminds them that they are lost in 
sin and in need of a Saviour. Rather than 
deal with the reality of their condition, 
they attempt to rid themselves of that 
which reminds them of their lost condition. 
Santa Claus doesn’t remind them of their 
lost condition. Neither do Christmas trees. 
But the Babe lying in a manger at the heart 
of a nativity display, that DOES remind 
them of their lost condition, and it must be 
gotten rid of. 
 But, for those who are willing to 
acknowledge their lost condition, the Babe 
lying in the manger is something else en-
tirely different. It is a reminder of Luke 
2:11: 

For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord. 

 

such as a Christmas tree or Santa Claus 
are present. Speaking of which, have you 
ever heard of the any atheists or organi-
zations such as the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, Freedom From Religion 
Foundation, American Humanist Associ-
ation, or Americans United for Separa-
tion of Church and State ever suing to 
remove Santa or a Christmas tree (excuse 
me, HOLIDAY tree)? 
 Well, I think the answer lies in an 
exchange I once heard on the radio be-
tween two men: an Orthodox Jew and an 
atheist. The Jewish man was the radio 
host, Michael Medved, and the atheist 
was a caller who took issue with all pub-
licly displayed nativities, not just those 
on public property. The caller said that, 
as an atheist, the very sight of a nativity 
display offended him. He then wanted to 
know if Medved, being an Orthodox Jew, 
was offended as well. Medved responded 
that he was not at all offended by seeing 
a nativity display or any other Christmas 
decorations. In fact, he said that he quite 
enjoyed the festive displays that appeared 
around town at Christmas time, including 
the nativity scenes. 
 Medved then pressed the atheist caller 
as to why the nativity, but not the Santas 
and Christmas trees, were so offen-
sive to him. At first, the caller parrot-
ed the usual canards about diversity, 
multiculturalism, and separation of 
church and state. But, upon further 
questioning, the caller revealed the 
real reason the nativity offended him. 
The caller said that he used to be a 
Christian and was very active in his 
church. Something happened and he 
became disillusioned, dropped out of 
church, rejected God, and became an 
atheist. Now, he said, every time that 
he sees the Baby Jesus lying in a 
manger, which is of course the main 
focus of the nativity scene, it speaks 
to him saying that he is going to burn 
in hell for all eternity. 
 Did you catch that? The suppos-
edly enlightened atheist was convict-
ed of his lost condition by the mere 
sight of the Babe lying in a manger. 
He was not really an atheist. He 
knew who Jesus was and that he 
himself was a lost sinner on his way 
to hell. He was the classic example 
of the sinner, convicted of his sin and 
lost condition, who comes to a 
knowledge of the truth of the Gospel 
but turns away before actually put-
ting his faith in the Christ who died 
for him. Far from being an atheist, 
the caller embodied the sad truth of 
Hebrews 10:26-27: 
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Upon Christ's 
Nativity, 

or Christmas 
 

By Rowland Watkyns (fl. 1662) 
 

From three dark places 
Christ came forth this day; 

From first His Father's bosom, 
where He lay, 

Concealed till now; 
then from the typic law, 

Where we His manhood but by figures saw; 
And lastly from 

His mother's womb He came 
To us, a perfect God and perfect Man. 

     Now in a manger lies the eternal Word: 
The Word He is, yet can no speech afford; 

He is the Bread of Life, yet hungry lies; 
The Living Fountain, yet for drink He cries; 

He cannot help or clothe Himself at need 
Who did the lilies clothe and ravens feed; 

He is the Light of Lights, 
yet now doth shroud 

His glory with our nature as a cloud. 
He came to us a Little One, that we 

Like little children might in malice be; 
Little He is, and wrapped in clouts, lest He 

Might strike us dead 
if clothed with majesty. 
     Christ had four beds 

and those not soft nor brave: 
The Virgin's womb, the manger, 

cross, and grave. 
The angels sing this day, and so will I 

That have more reason 
to be glad than they.   

      The origin of the fa-
mous book, "Ben Hur," is 
said to be as follows: 
"Before and for some time 
after the American Civil 
War, General Lew Wallace 
was inclined to be skepti-
cal, especially as to the 
divinity of Christ. He hap-
pened to meet the notori-
ous [Robert G.] Ingersoll, 
when the conversation 
turned on religious topics, 
and the infidel presented his views. Wal-
lace listened, but finally remarked that he 
was not prepared to agree with Ingersoll 
as to the non-divinity of Christ. Ingersoll 
urged Wallace to give the matter the care-
ful study that he had, expressing confi-

How Did General Lew Wallace 
Come to Write "Ben Hur"? 

what is asked; your duty is to give only 
that which is helpful. Your best gift to 
sloth and lust may be not to give at all and 
force them to honest toil and clean living. 
In the verse before us Paul exhorts us to 
economy and industry that we may have 
the means to help those who cannot care 
for themselves; he does not tell us to give 
undiscriminatingly and unwisely. In this 
sense alone he quotes Jesus as saying: "It 
is more blessed to give than to receive." 
 We can give not only what have, but 
what we are. It is a great thing to give 
money, but it is a greater thing to give 
yourself. The secular definition of charity 
is too narrow; it is restricted to money; it 
should be broadened to the larger spiritual 
thought and include men as well. Self-
impartation is the best and worst of all 
gifts. It is a singular fact that we are stingy 
with what we have, but we are generous 
with what we are. Every man is delighted 
to see himself repeated in his fellows. We 
give money, but we give heart, soul, char-
acter as well. Peter met a cripple at the 
Beautiful Gate and said: ''Silver and gold 
have I none, but such as I have give I thee; 
in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 

(Continued from page 2) rise up and walk;" and he handed the 
omnipotence of God to that dying beggar. 
Jesus was not a charity agent disbursing 
funds to the needy. He was strictly a self-
giver. "Though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might become rich." No material 
wealth was his to obscure his purpose and 
interfere with his plan to give himself to 
the world. Is it not a law that all great self
-givers must be poor? Does not the giving 
of what we have often prevent the giving 
of what we are? And sometimes we must 
lose all we have to learn to give our-
selves. And that is the highest giving. 
What does the world need, money or 
men? It needs men most; for your wis-
dom and love to flow its rich, red current 
into failing brains and fainting hearts, that 
is the greatest need. This is true giving. 
Whether ''the weak” of our text be those 
who are frail in body or faith, give them 
your money, but better give them your-
self in helpful, saving service.  
 

From The Baptist Argus, November 11, 1897. 
p. 3, via Baylor U. digital collection. 

Scanned and formatted by Jim Duvall.  
https://www.baptisthistoryhomepage.com/

better.give.than.receive.rust.html 

Is Giving Better Than Receiving? 

dence that after so doing, he 
would fully acquiesce in his 
own view. Wallace determined 
to give the subject thorough 
investigation, and for six years 
he thought, studied, and 
searched. At the end of that 
time, this is his own testimony: 
"I am absolutely convinced 
that Jesus of Nazareth was not 
only a Christ and the Christ, 
but He was my Christ, my Sav-
ior, my Redeemer. That fact 

settled in my mind, I wrote Ben Hur.'"  
 

From S. H. Ford, editor, The Christian        
Repository, 1899, p. 471; via the University of       
Wisconsin – Madison, digitized documents. 

Scanned and formatted by Jim Duvall. 
https://baptisthistoryhomepage.com/

ben.hur.html 

The Offence of 
the Nativity 

 Perhaps this is what gives so much 
offense that even the simplest and least 
"religious" retelling of the Nativity must 
be silenced: Christianity is alone among 
religious faiths in its calm audacity; Je-
sus alone among religious founders 
staked his life on the claim that He was 
the only way to reconcile fallen, broken 
humans with our Heavenly Father.  His 
life was the gift — to grant us restora-
tion of life beyond death, that we might 
have life everlasting in the company of 
God the Father. 

–The Federalist Digest, 23 Dec 03 

People crave a church with no expectations. 
That’s why the seeker-sensitive churches are 

large and ours are generally smaller. 
—Bob Bixby 



 
SERVICES OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• Sunday School                                      10:00 AM 

• Sunday Morning Worship Service         11:00 AM 

• Sunday Evening Worship Service             6:00 PM 

• Wednesday Evening Prayer Service         7:00 PM 

• Friday Bible Study            7:00 PM 

 
 

MINISTRIES OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• Bible Studies & Expository Preaching 

• World Missions & Local Evangelism 

• Internet Outreach: BBCRichfield.com     
         LiveWithPastorAl.com 

• Radio Outreach Ministry on WHKW 1220 AM:     
Late Night Live with Pastor Al — Sunday, 10:00 PM 
Live With Pastor Al — Friday 1:30 PM 

 
 

LOCATION OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• The Bible Baptist Church meets in the Richfield  
Commons Plaza at the corner of Wheatley and 
Brecksville Roads, in Richfield, Ohio, at:       
4174 Wheatley Rd., Suite 200         
Richfield, Ohio 44286 

 

GOD’S SIMPLE PLAN OF SALVATION 
 

• WHO IS GOOD?  “As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one.”  (Romans 3:10) 

 

• WHO HAS SINNED?  “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23) 

 

• WHERE DID SIN COME FROM?  “Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned.”  (Romans 5:12) 

 

• WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN?  “For the wages of 
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23) 

 

• WHAT IS OUR HOPE?  “But God commended His love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.”  (Romans 5:8) 

 

• WHAT SHOULD WE DO?  “That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved.”  (Romans 10:9) 

  

 “For  whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
 be saved.” (Romans 10:13) 
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“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 
—Romans 10:17 


