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Is the Death Penalty Biblical?
By Pastor Alfred B. Davis

In Genesis 6:5-7 the Bible says:
“And GOD saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. And it
repented the LORD that he had made
man on the earth, and it grieved him at
his heart. And the LORD said, I will
destroy man whom I have created from
the face of the earth; both man, and
beast, and the creeping thing, and the
fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that
I have made them.”
God, however, spared Noah, instructing him
to build an ark to save himself and his family
along with representations of the air breathing
animals from a coming world-wide flood. Following the flood, Noah and his family got out of
the ark in Genesis chapter 8 and offered up a
sacrifice to the Lord. In chapter 9 God blesses
Noah and his family and issues several commands to govern their lives in the new world.
Among those commands, in verses 5-6, is the
death penalty:
“And surely your blood of your lives
will I require; at the hand of every beast
will I require it, and at the hand of man;
at the hand of every man's brother will I
require the life of man. Whoso sheddeth
man's blood, by man shall his blood be
shed: for in the image of God made he
man.”
This is far different than what God decreed
for Cain prior to the flood. In Genesis chapter 4
we read about the first murder recorded in the
Bible. Cain, whose offering was refused by God,
was jealous of his brother, Able, whose offering
was acceptable to God. The Bible tells us in
verse 8 that “…Cain rose up against Abel his
brother, and slew him.”
Over the next several verses God confronts
Cain and curses him for slaying Able. In Genesis
4:10-12 God says, “…What hast thou done? the
voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from

the ground. And now art thou cursed from the
earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive
thy brother's blood from thy hand; When thou
tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield
unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond
shalt thou be in the earth.”
In Genesis 4:13-14, Cain objects, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, thou
hast driven me out this day from the face of the
earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall
be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it
shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me
shall slay me.” Apparently, Cain feared that others would seek to avenge the death of Able by
killing him. This indicates that, even at that early
time in man’s history, the concepts of vengeance
and retribution were understood and practiced.
God responded in verse 15 saying,
“Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance
shall be taken on him sevenfold” and then “…set
a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should
kill him.” God apparently wanted Cain to wander
the earth in a miserable condition as a testimony
of His displeasure with and condemnation of
murder. Consequently, He pronounced a curse on
anyone who would avenge Able by killing Cain
and marked Cain in such a way that everyone
would know. (The Bible does not give us any
indication of what the mark was.)
Unfortunately, Cain’s punishment did not
serve as a sufficient deterrent against murder. A
few verses later, in Genesis 4:23, we find one of
Cain’s descendants, Lamech, saying to his wives,
“Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken
unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my
wounding, and a young man to my hurt.” He then
reassures them that they have nothing to worry
about, saying, “If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.” And,
by Genesis chapter 6, we find that the world
became so wicked and evil that God resolved to
destroy it.
Having proved that banishing someone from
society was ineffectual in preventing murder,
(Continued on page 2)
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The Missionary’s Equipment
•
•
•
•
•

A life yielded to God and controlled
by His Spirit.
A restful trust in God for the supply
of all needs.
A sympathetic spirit and a willingness
to take a lowly place.
Tact in dealing with men and adaptability toward circumstances.
Zeal in service and steadfastness in

•

•
•

discouragement.
Love for communion with God and
for the study of His Word.
Some experience and blessing in the
Lord's work at home.
A healthy body and a vigorous mind.

Roger & Tammy Tooley
Church Planting in England
(Currently on the Field)

Mike & Debby Drust
Church Planting in Albania
(Currently on the Field)

John Yingling
General Director
Baptist International Outreach
Jefferson City, Tenessee

Mt. Pisgah
Bible Printing Ministry
Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church
Oliver Springs, Tennessee

—Hudson Taylor
Pioneer Missionary to China

Jim Robideau
Lighthouse Legal Ministries
@ Lighthouse Baptist Church
Ashtabula, Ohio
Jim & Emi Civale
Church Planting Assistance
In the Samoan Islands
(Currently in the USA)

John Bunyan’s Rules for Living:
In the week days, when thou risest in the morning, consider:
1. Thou must die.
2. Thou mayest die that minute.
3. What will become of thy soul.
[During the day,] Pray often.
At night consider:
1. What sins thou hast committed.
2. How often thou hast prayed.
3. What hath thy mind been bent upon.
4. What hath been thy dealing.
5. What thy conversation.
6. If thou callest to mind the errors of the day,
sleep not without a confession to
God, and a hope of pardon.
Thus every morning and evening make up thy accounts
with Almighty God, and thy reckoning will be the less at last.

Walking Out
"I hope you didn't take it personally, Pastor," an embarrassed woman said
after a church service, "when my husband walked out during your sermon."
"I did find it rather disconcerting," the preacher replied.
"It's not a reflection on you, sir," insisted the church goer. "Ralph has
been walking in his sleep ever since he was a child."

God preemptively decrees, after the
flood that those who kill are to be put to
death. This is for two important purposes: recompense and protection.
Protection is seen in Genesis 9:5
where God says, “And surely your blood
of your lives will I require; at the hand
of every beast will I require it”. An animal, domestic or wild, that kills people
is a threat. Killing that animal protects
the community. So, too, with murderers.
To recompense, however, is to make
amends or requital for something; to pay
back or compensate; to retaliate. You
can see it expressed in Ezekiel 7:8-9
where the Lord says,
“Now will I shortly pour out
my fury upon thee, and accomplish mine anger upon thee: and
I will judge thee according to
thy ways, and will recompense
thee for all thine abominations.
And mine eye shall not spare,
neither will I have pity: I will
recompense thee according to
thy ways and thine abominations that are in the midst of
thee; and ye shall know that I
am the LORD that smiteth.”
In this passage, and others, God expresses what is known as Lex Talionis,
or the Law of Retaliation. To better understand the concept of Lex Talionis,
consider Deuteronomy 19:16-21:
“If a false witness rise up
against any man to testify
against him that which is
wrong; Then both the men,
between whom the controversy
is, shall stand before the
LORD, before the priests and
the judges, which shall be in
those days; And the judges
shall make diligent inquisition:
and, behold, if the witness be a
false witness, and hath testified
falsely against his brother;
Then shall ye do unto him, as
he had thought to have done
unto his brother: so shalt thou
put the evil away from among
you. And those which remain
shall hear, and fear, and shall
henceforth commit no more any
such evil among you. And thine
eye shall not pity; but life shall
go for life, eye for eye, tooth
for tooth, hand for hand, foot
for foot.”
This passage in Deuteronomy makes
(Continued on page 4)
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Being Salt and Light at the Statehouse
“When chaos reigns, tyranny rises.”
—Unknown
“Some wonder how a person so pro-life
as me could accept the law of a death
penalty. But a death sentence is a result
of a lengthy and thorough judicial process applied to a person deemed guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt. That’s far
different from one person singularly
deciding to end the life of a totally innocent and helpless unborn child. In that
case, there is no process of justice, no
evidence of guilt presented, no defense
for the condemned child, and no
appeal.”
—Mike Huckabee
“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil:
God will not hold us guiltless.”
—Dietrich Bonoeffer
“In
modern-day
American
liberalism...censorship is a virtual religion. They
simply cannot abide the idea that anyone
who thinks differently or sees the world
differently than they should be heard.”
—Glenn Greenwald
“The greatest thing that you will ever
discover, is God's will for you and then
set out to do that will of God. Be yourself
and serve the Lord where you are. The
most absurd thing you can do is to try to
be somebody else. Be yourself and serve
Him to the best of your ability.”
—Harold Sightler
“The Bible was as much America's founding document as the Declaration of
Independence or Constitution. The
Founding Fathers' beliefs in liberty,
equality before the law and representative government came from Sinai. The
Constitution is a covenant reflecting a
much older covenant.”
—Don Feder
“However, the Bible conceives the world
in very real terms, and recent events
have clarified what the real world is
about. It's about the struggle between
goodness and wickedness, about which
our Constitution is not the ultimate
authority.”
—David Klinghoffer
“Resolved, never to do anything which I
should be afraid to do if it were the last
hour of my life.”
—Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758)
“We live in the twilight of a great
civilization, amid the deepening decline
of modern culture. Our generation is lost
to the truth of God, to the reality of divine
revelation, to the content of God’s will, to
the power of His redemption, and to the
authority of His Word. For this loss it is
paying dearly in a swift relapse to
paganism. The barbarians are coming.
A whole generation is growing up with no
awareness of regeneration. Savages are
stirring the dust of a decadent civilization
and already slink in the shadows of a
disabled church.” —Dr. Carl F. H. Henry

The Ohio House Health Committee recently held hearings on House Bill 324. H.B. 324
was introduced by Rep. Gary Click
to protect the rights of hospitalized Ohioans to be visited by family and clergy in the midst of a
health crisis. Rep. Click introduced
H.B. 324 due to his inability as a
pastor to visit members of his
church in the hospital who were
suffering from COVID and seeing
them deprived of family visits as
well. Pastor Davis joined with Rep.
Click as well as Chris Long, President of the Ohio Christian Alliance, Pastor Dan Wolvin,
Ohio Director of Awake America, and several others at the Ohio Statehouse to give testimony in support of H.B. 324 on Tuesday, January 25. (A pdf of Pastor Davis’s testimony is
available at http://live.mapleknoll.us/HB324-Testimony.pdf.)

Unexpected Recognition
We were pleasantly surprised to receive two proclamations of commendation from
the Ohio State House of Representatives recently.
The first was a congratulations from the Ohio House to the Richfield Bible Baptist
Church on the celebration the upcoming (September) celebration of the 40th anniversary of the Richfield Bible Baptist Church. The commendation reads:
On behalf of the members of the House of Representatives of the 134th General Assembly of Ohio, we are pleased
to congratulate Bible Baptist Church on the celebration of the
Fortieth Anniversary of its founding.
Bible Baptist Church was established in 1982 with a mission to obey, honor, glorify, and serve the Lord by preaching
and proclaiming the gospel and edifying His people. The parish has steadily grown, and it has become known for its calendar of religious services and activities as well as for its mission programs that have positively impacted people and
communities all over the world. In the forty years since its
inception, this house of worship has offered the pathway to a
more meaningful life, and the spirit of fellowship it encourages has enhanced countless
lives throughout Richfield.
Under the capable direction of its pastor, Brother Alfred B. Davis, and his predecessors, Bible Baptist Church has experienced continual growth and has provided a source of
moral guidance and spiritual motivation for its congregation, and this important milestone represents dedication and commitment. For four decades, the members of the
church have kept their faith alive in the community, and on this special anniversary, they
have accepted the challenge of carrying their beliefs into the future.
Thus, with great satisfaction, we applaud Bible Baptist Church on its Fortieth Anniversary and pay tribute to all those joining in the commemoration of this joyous event.
The second was a recognition of Pastor Davis by the Ohio House of for 25 years of
service as Pastor of the Richfield Bible Baptist Church, coming up in August. It reads:
On behalf of the members of the House of Representatives of the 134th General Assembly of Ohio, we are pleased to extend special recognition to Pastor Alfred B. Davis on
the memorable occasion of your Twenty-fifth Pastoral Anniversary with Bible Baptist
Church.
Celebration of this milestone is a fitting tribute to you, for throughout your quarter(Continued on page 5)
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it clear that evil demands just compensation or recompense. Whatever a false witness sought to do to the one accused
would be done to him. For example, if
someone sues for a million dollars, claiming damages and injuries, and is found to
be a false witness, then he must pay a
million dollars to the one he sought to sue
(wouldn’t that cut down on frivolous lawsuits if we did that today!). In other
words, the punishment was not merely to
fit the wrong, but to recompense the
wrong. In fact, that is the whole principle
behind the phrase, “life shall go for life,
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot.”
Consider that principle for a moment.
Punishment is not only to be commensurate with the wrong but to recompense the
wrong. That was a radical notion when it
was expressed in the Mosaic Law because
it eliminated punishments out of proportion of the crime and essentially made
everyone equal in the eyes of the law
regardless of money, position, or title.
Contrast that with the prevailing laws of
the day, such as the Code of Hammurabi,
which allowed extreme punishments and
favored the rights of the nobility over
those of the peasantry.
In the case of murder, God commanded that “Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by
man shall his blood be shed” as the just
recompense for murder. God, the giver of
life, essentially decreed that the only acceptable recompense for murder was the
forfeiture of the murder’s life. Furthermore, the life of the murderer was to be
taken by hand of man acting as God’s
divinely ordained agent of retribution
rather than by a mob of vigilantes or
someone half mad with revenge. It was to
be, in other words, a controlled and deliberate response to a serious situation rather
than an out-of-control lynching.
We can see this developed further in
the Mosaic Law, which required the oral
testimony of more than one witness
before someone could be put to death.
Deuteronomy 17:6, for instance, said:
“At the mouth of two witnesses,
or three witnesses, shall he that
is worthy of death be put to
death; but at the mouth of one
witness he shall not be put to
death.”
It also designated a number of cities of
refuge where a person accused of murder
could flee for safety until a proper investigation into the accusation could be made.
If found guilty, the accused was to be
turned over to the revenger of blood to be
killed. (Read Numbers 35:16-33 and Deu-

teronomy 19:1-13 for more on the cities of
refuge.)
In the New Testament, both Jesus and
Paul acknowledged the death penalty and
neither of them called for its repeal. Jesus
referred to it in Matthew 5:38-39:
“Ye have heard that it hath been
said, An eye for an eye, and a
tooth for a tooth: But I say unto
you, That ye resist not evil: but
whosoever shall smite thee on thy
right cheek, turn to him the other
also.”
The first part of Jesus Christ’s statement refers to Lex Talionis, which is the
responsibility of the government. The second part has to do with the responsibility
of the private individual to suffer wrong,
trusting God to bring vengeance where
vengeance was due. This is brought out by
Paul in Romans 12:17-19:
“Recompense to no man evil for
evil. Provide things honest in the
sight of all men. If it be possible,
as much as lieth in you, live

peaceably with all men. Dearly
beloved, avenge not yourselves,
but rather give place unto wrath:
for it is written, Vengeance is
mine; I will repay, saith the
Lord.”
In fact, Paul builds on this statement a
few verses later when he points out in
Romans 13:3-4:
“For rulers are not a terror to good
works, but to the evil. Wilt thou
then not be afraid of the power?
do that which is good, and thou
shalt have praise of the same: For
he is the minister of God to thee
for good. But if thou do that
which is evil, be afraid; for he
beareth not the sword in vain: for
he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him
that doeth evil.”
Now, either of these passages would
have been a great opportunity for Jesus or
Paul to condemn the death penalty, but
they did not. Paul even went further in

acknowledging the validity of the death
penalty in Acts 25:10-11:
“Then said Paul, I stand at
Caesar's judgment seat, where I
ought to be judged: to the Jews
have I done no wrong, as thou
very well knowest. For if I be an
offender, or have committed any
thing worthy of death, I refuse
not to die: but if there be none of
these things whereof these
accuse me, no man may deliver
me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.”
Think about it. If Paul believed that
Jesus Christ had done away with the death
penalty, then why did Paul not only
acknowledge it but express his willingness
to be subject to it if he was worthy of it?
In fact, Paul not only clearly recognized
the validity of the death penalty, he also
recognized the validity of the trial, judgement, and appeal process leading up to the
death penalty, as well as the authority of
the state to carry out the death penalty.
But some may object, wasn’t Jesus all
about mercy and forgiveness? Didn’t He
spare the woman taken in adultery from
death?
In John 8:3-5 the Bible tells us that
“…the scribes and Pharisees brought unto
him a woman taken in adultery; and when
they had set her in the midst, They say
unto him, Master, this woman was taken
in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses in
the law commanded us, that such should
be stoned: but what sayest thou?” Jesus,
however, seemed to ignore them, writing
in the dirt with His finger, pausing to say
in verse 7, “He that is without sin among
you, let him first cast a stone at her.” He
then went back to His writing while eventually everyone left leaving Jesus and the
accused woman there alone. Jesus then
looked at the woman in verse 10 and
asked, “Woman, where are those thine
accusers? hath no man condemned thee?”
To which she replied in verse 11, “No
man, Lord.”
Now, the question about whether Jesus
accepted the death penalty or not centers
around the final comment Jesus made in
John 8:11 when He replied, “Neither do I
condemn thee: go, and sin no more.” Instead of rejecting the validity of the death
penalty, Jesus actually followed the law of
Moses. Remember, Deuteronomy 17:6
called for the testimony of two or three
witnesses before someone could be put to
death. Since there was no one to testify
against her she could not, under Mosaic
Law, be put to death. Consequently, rather
than rejecting the law, Jesus upheld it,
(Continued on page 5)
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reminding us that it was not to be enforced by a mob but by an orderly process
of trial, judgement, and appeal.
Of course, the ultimate answer to the
question of whether the death penalty is
biblical or not is answered in Genesis 2:16
-17:
“And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree
of the garden thou mayest freely
eat: But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.”
While Adam did not die physically the
moment he ate the forbidden fruit, he did
die spiritually in that his fellowship with
God was immediately severed. After all,
death is fundamentally a separation. Spiritual death is separation from God and
physical death is the separation of the soul
and spirit from the body. Adam experienced spiritual death immediately and hid
from God (Genesis 3:10). The process of
physical death, however, began with the
curse in Genesis 3:17-19, culminating
with God stating, “…for dust thou art, and
unto dust shalt thou return.” This state of
spiritual death and impending physical
death was passed from Adam to all his
descendants. In fact, Paul referred to it
when he wrote in Romans 5:12,
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned”.
Then, there is also the death of the
soul. In Ezekiel 18:4, God says, “Behold,
all souls are mine; as the soul of the
father, so also the soul of the son is mine:
the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” The
death of the soul occurs when the unrighteous are cast into the Lake of Fire for all
eternity. It is also referred to as the second
death because it occurs after physical
death. The Bible describes it in Revelation
20:12-14 and 21:8:
“And I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the
books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the
book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which
were written in the books,
according to their works. And the
sea gave up the dead which were
in it; and death and hell delivered
up the dead which were in them:
and they were judged every man
according to their works. And
death and hell were cast into the

lake of fire. This is the second
death.”
“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and
all liars, shall have their part in
the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone: which is the second death.”
Thankfully, though, while the Bible
clearly states in Romans 6:23 that “the
wages of sin is death” it also states that
“the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Jesus Christ came
into the world to pay our sin debt.
Hebrews 2:9 says:
“But we see Jesus, who was
made a little lower than the
angels for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour;
that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every
man.”
Yes, the wages of sin is death. God in
His holiness demands the death of the
sinner as just recompense for sin. However, God in His mercy, according to 2
Corinthians 5:21, sent Jesus Christ to die
in our place:
“For he hath made him to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness
of God in him.”
Or, as Jesus put it in John 3:16:
“For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”
Consequently, while we may argue
over what crimes the death penalty
applies to or even how it is carried out,
God’s Word is clear. The death penalty is
biblical. The penalty of death for breaking man’s law reflects the penalty of
death for breaking God’s law. But, fortunately, in the case of God’s law, there is
mercy available through God’s grace.
However, even God’s mercy cost the
death of His Son.


(Continued from page 3)

century of service at Bible Baptist Church,
you have involved yourself in numerous
worthwhile endeavors. Joining the church
after proudly serving in the U.S. Air Force,
you have been not only a leader but also a
teacher, scholar, and friend whose door is
always open to
those in need of
spiritual guidance and counsel, and you
have
earned
the gratitude
and respect of
all who know
you.
We
are
proud to note
that
it
is
through the generous efforts of individuals
such as you that the church is taking on a
dynamic new role in the daily lives of Christians everywhere. Through your untiring
compassion, devotion, and service, you
have eased the burdens of many, and you
positive philosophy of life and dedication to
the teachings of Jesus Christ have been an
inspiration to all who have enjoyed the privilege of your association.
Thus, with sincere pleasure, we commend you for your exemplary service and
salute you as one of Ohio’s finest citizens.
Representative Bill Roemer, of Richfield, sponsored both of these commendations. Both proclamations were signed by
Rep. Roemer as well as Speaker Robert R.
Cupp.
Thank you Rep. Roemer, Speaker Cupp,
and the Ohio State House of Representatives for the honors. May God bless you! 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)
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MINISTRIES OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH:
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Bible Studies & Expository Preaching
World Missions & Local Evangelism
Nursing Home Outreach

•

Internet Outreach: BBCRichfield.com
Radio Outreach Ministry on WHKW 1220 AM:

•“Late Night Live with Pastor Al” — Sunday, 11:00 PM
•
•"Live With Pastor Al" — Friday 1:30 PM
LOCATION OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH:

•

•

The Bible Baptist Church meets at the Richfield
Holiday Inn Express, located at 5171 Brecksville
Road, in Richfield, Ohio.
We are located on State Route 21 just off I-77 exit
146, north of the Ohio Turnpike (I-80) exit 173. The
Richfield Holiday Inn Express is located next to the
Pilot Truck Stop.

•

GOD’S SIMPLE PLAN OF SALVATION
WHO IS GOOD? “As it is written, There is none
righteous, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10)
WHO HAS SINNED? “For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)
WHERE DID SIN COME FROM? “Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned.” (Romans 5:12)
WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN? “For the wages of
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
WHAT IS OUR HOPE? “But God commended His love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” (Romans 5:8)
WHAT SHOULD WE DO? “That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” (Romans 10:13)

