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February 2026 
 

 15 - Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
 16 - Presidents Day 

 

March 2026 
   8 - Daylight Savings Time starts 
 15 - PIE Day Fellowship 
 29 - Palm Sunday; Lord’s Supper 

unto you. 
 The problem starts in verse 20 with the 
word fowls. To the modern reader, that word 
means birds and only birds. And, besides, 
what birds walk on four legs? That would be 
a big problem, if the modern reader were 
correct. 
 Actually, both the Hebrew word, owph, 
translated in Leviticus 11:20 as fowls, and 
the English word fowls both have a much 
broader meaning than just birds. Originally, 
both were used in reference to any creature 
that possesses wings and flies. Creatures 
such as birds, bats, pterosaurs (extinct flying 
lizards), and flying insects were considered 
owph or fowls because of what all these di-
verse creatures have in common: wings and 
flight. Nowadays, though, fowl is generally 
used only in reference to birds in general and 
more commonly to domesticated or game 
birds such as ducks, geese, pigeons, chick-
ens, grouse, etc. 
 But what about the four legs? After all, 

(Continued on page 2) 

 Every once in a while, someone trots out 
a particular passage in Leviticus, alleging 
that it is an error in the Bible. But is it? 
 In Leviticus 11:20-23, the King James 
Bible says: 

20All fowls that creep, going upon all 
four, shall be an abomination unto 
you. 21Yet these may ye eat of every 
flying creeping thing that goeth up-
on all four, which have legs above 
their feet, to leap withal upon the 
earth; 22Even these of them ye may 
eat; the locust after his kind, and the 
bald locust after his kind, and the 
beetle after his kind, and the grass-
hopper after his kind. 23But all other 
flying creeping things, which have 
four feet, shall be an abomination 
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By Pastor Alfred B. Davis 

Winter 
(Psalm 147) 

 

By Isaac Watts, 1719 
(Transcribed from The Columbian Harmonist, 1807) 

 

With songs and honors sounding loud, 
Address the Lord on high; 

Over the heav'ns he spreads his cloud, 
And waters veil the sky. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 That the Baptists of Ohio are indebted 
to the labors, travels, privations, difficul-
ties and dangers which these men, and oth-
ers with them, have undergone and suf-
fered, will be admitted without gainsaying. 
These pioneers of the wilderness were true
-hearted, faithful soldiers -- men who were 
not afraid of the briars and thorns of the 
wilderness -- men willing to spend and be 
spent, in the service of their Divine Maker, 
and for the salvation of souls. They labored 
for those deprived, in a great measure, of 
the means of grace; for the few sheep scat-
tered, sepa-
rated, divid-
ed by the 
wilderness 
and 
streams, cut 
off alike 
both from 
Christain 
intercourse 
and reli-
gious privi-
leges. 
 Of the 
which these 
men, and others with them, have under-
gone and suffered, will be admitted with-
out gainsaying. These pioneers of the wil-
derness were true-hearted, faithful soldiers 
-- men who were not afraid of the briars 
and thorns of the wilderness -- men willing 
to spend and be spent, in the service of 
their Divine Maker, and for the salvation 
of souls. They labored for those deprived, 
in a great measure, of the means of grace; 
for the few sheep scattered, separated, di-
vided by the wilderness and streams, cut 
off alike both from Christain intercourse 
and religious privileges. 

 Such were the men who hazarded their 
lives for the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
under whose labors, by the blessing of 
God, the Baptists of Ohio are now a host 
more than twenty thousand strong. Such 
were the men who, laboring night and day, 
in the blasts and storms of winter and the 
heat and drought of summer; in perils in 
the wilderness, and perils in the waters; in 
watchings, in fastings, in cold and naked-
ness -- these men laid the foundation of 
that goodly temple, that spiritual house, 
which now embraces its thousands. Among 
these men, the writer -- the most unworthy 
and the least qualified -- claims to have had 
a share. Apart from egotism, he can in truth 
say, that he has traveled more miles, and 
spent more time and money for the sake of 
the cause -- exclusively, and without any 
hope of remuneration than the testimony of 
a good conscience -- than any three; yea, in 
fact, more than all the rest northeast of the 
Miami Valley, previous to the year 1820. 
When, therefore, it becomes necessary, he 
may be permitted to boast himself a little, 
yet he would also say, "That not I, but the 
grace of God, which was with me;" for "by 
the grace of God I am what I am." 
 On the foundation thus laid, the Ohio 
Baptist Convention, by the labors of those 
more highly-favored brethren, possessing a 
more liberal education, are raising and en-
larging a glorious building, one compact 
body of associated churches, predicated on 
the foundation of the apostles and proph-
ets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner-stone. There is much land yet va-
cant, both literally and spiritually, in the 
cultivation of which all the gifts in the 
church may be usefully employed. Let not 
him that hath literary advantages judge him 
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What Has Four 
Feet and Flies? 

birds, bats, and pterosaurs have 
wings but only two legs whereas 
insects have wings and six legs. 
How is this not a mistake in the 
Scripture? 
 Actually, in reference to birds, 
bats, and pterosaurs, the answer is 
simpler than you might expect. 
While it is true that birds have only 
two wings and two legs, bats and 
pterosaurs, while similar, are just a 
bit different. Unlike birds, their 
wings are used for both flying and 
walking or crawling. Remember, 
wings in birds, bats, and pterosaurs 
are actually forelimbs. Both bats 
and pterosaurs, unlike birds, use 
their forelimbs to walk or crawl on 
the ground in addition to flying. 
Bats, for instance, use the strong 
thumbs and wrists of their fore-
limbs, along with their hind legs, to 
shuffle or crawl on all fours. Some 
species like vampire bats possess a 
unique hopping gait by using their 
powerful forelimbs in conjunction 
with their hind legs. Pterosaurs, on 
the other hand, walked on all four 
limbs, using the fingers of their 
forelimbs, specifically the metacar-
pals, to support their front weight 
while the wing digits were folded or 
held upward. So, in that sense, both 
bats and pterosaurs are truly “fowls 
that creep, going upon all four.” 
 But what about insects? After 
all, in verses 21-23 of Leviticus 11 
the Bible speaks about insects, men-
tioning locusts, bald locusts, bee-
tles, and grasshoppers specifically 
and other insects generally, as hav-
ing four legs. This seems like a le-
gitimate problem because all in-
sects, by definition, possess six, not 
four, legs. 
 Admittedly, this seems like a 
more difficult problem than that 
presented by birds, bats, and ptero-
saurs. However, a close reading of 
the passage reveals the truth regard-
ing locusts, bald locusts, and grass-
hoppers, though the reference to 
beetles and all other flying creeping 
things requires a little more consid-

(Continued from page 1) 
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A History of Columbus Baptist Association (OH) 
From its Organization to 1837 

By Rev. Jacob Drake, 1859 



Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
  

 Our annual spaghetti dinner sort of became a 
tradition over 20 years ago. While most church-
es have a sweetheart banquet or some variation 
on that around Valentine’s Day, we do not. In-
stead, we have a church-wide spaghetti dinner. 
 It started because we were looking at our 
small congregation and realized that most of our 
people were either single or widowed. Having a 
sweetheart banquet would have excluded most 
or our church. Consequently, we opted for a 
spaghetti dinner where everyone was welcome, 
whether or not they had someone to accompany 
them. And, because it is following our Sunday 
morning service, everyone that is present in the 
morning service is welcome to stay for dinner 
(Makes a great time to invite a friend!). 
 Over the years we have settled on a basic 
menu: spaghetti, salad, and bread. Of course 
there’s always a good variety of sides and des-
serts to round out the meal. Usually there is 
more than enough to enjoy following the even-
ing service as well. 
 This year’s spaghetti dinner is coming up on 
Sunday, February 15. It starts at 12:30 PM, fol-
lowing our morning service. So, plan to bring 
your appetite and bring a friend and enjoy a 
great time of Christian fellowship! 
 
 

Church Takes a Snow Day 
(Or at Least a Half Day) 

  

 We had to cancel our evening service due 
to severe winter weather on Sunday, January 
25. A handful of people managed to make it 
for the morning service. Even though the 
parking lot had been plowed earlier it was 
snowing so much that it did not look plowed 
when we arrived. The snow continued during 
the course of the morning and by afternoon 
it became evident that the roads were be-
coming worse by the minute and that it was 
not going to get any better. Consequently, 
we made the decision to cancel the evening 

service. Instead, we had an online Bible study via Rumble. 
 This is a good time to point out that if you are ever unable to attend any 
of our Sunday services or Friday Bible studies in person, you can always join 
us online at: rumble.com/user/RichfieldBBC. Or, if you forget that, you can just go 
online to rumble.com and then enter “RichfieldBBC” in the search box. You can also 
watch past services and Bible studies the same way. 

 
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eration. 
 Let’s look at Leviticus 11:21-22 
specifically again: 

21Yet these may ye eat of eve-
ry flying creeping thing that 
goeth upon all four, which 
have legs above their feet, to 
leap withal upon the earth; 
22Even these of them ye may 
eat; the locust after his kind, 
and the bald locust after his 
kind, and the beetle after his 
kind, and the 
grasshopper 
after his kind. 

 Locusts, bald 
locusts, and grass-
hoppers all have 
common physiolo-
gy. They have six 
legs, but the two 
hind legs are differ-
ent from the other 
four legs. The hind 
legs are larger and 
stronger, designed 
to enable the insect 
to leap suddenly 
and powerfully. If 
you look closely at Leviticus 11:21, 
that is exactly what the Bible de-
scribes; flying creeping things that 
walk about on four legs with two 
much larger legs that enable them to 
leap. In other words, the Bible de-
scribes flying insects with six – not 
four – legs that creep and jump. Prob-
lem solved. 
 The reference to beetles is a little 
more challenging. Clearly it is not 
referring to the typical type of beetle 
that we would think of today, which is 
an insect of the order Coleoptera. In-
stead, it appears to be referring to a 
form of grasshopper or cricket be-
cause it is translated from the Hebrew 
word charegol, which refers to a leap-
ing insect similar to a locust. Crickets, 
like grasshoppers and locusts, are of 
the order Orthoptera and, like grass-
hoppers and locusts, crickets have 
been used as food by many peoples 
down through the ages. This makes 
sense since Leviticus 11:21 is talking 
about types of insects that can be eat-
en. Problem solved. 
 Now that brings us to the last diffi-

(Continued from page 2) culty, the creeping things that have 
four feet described in Leviticus 11:23: 

But all other flying creeping 
things, which have four feet, 
shall be an abomination unto 
you. 

The Hebrew word, sherets, translated 
here as creeping things, is a reference 
to flying insects And, as I said before, 
insects have six, not four, legs. Yet the 
text clearly talks about flying insects 
with only four legs. How can that be 
explained? 

 Actually, this 
final difficulty is a 
lot easier to under-
stand than you 
might think. Con-
sider, for example, 
the praying mantis. 
The praying mantis 
is a flying insect 
which has six legs, 
but the two front 
legs are much dif-
ferent from the 
other four legs. 
The praying mantis 
stands and walks 
about on its four 

hind legs. The two front legs are held 
up near their head, giving them the 
appearance of praying while they are 
hunting. When suitable prey comes in 
range the front limbs spring out rapid-
ly, seizing the prey and holding it 
while the praying mantis consumes it. 
In fact, the front legs are so different, 
both in appearance and use, that some 
people consider them arms with hands 
instead of legs with feet. Consequently, 
they are just one type of insect that 
could easily be described as flying 
creeping things, which have four feet. 
Again, problem solved. 
 As you can see, there really is no 
problem or error to be found in Leviti-
cus 11:20-24. Despite claims to the 
contrary, the Bible accurately reflects 
what nature presents. This, and other 
so-called errors in the Bible generally 
stem from misunderstanding, misread-
ing, ignorance, bias, laziness, or even a 
lack of curiosity, and are usually re-
solved by giving God the benefit of the 
doubt and asking for the Holy Spirit’s 
help rather than first assuming that the 
 (Continued on page 5) 
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that hath not; and let not him that is less 
highly favored in worldly learning, envy 
him that is learned. Let our educated men 
take possession and occupy the high plac-
es - the cities, towns, villages -- the more 
dense and better informed portions of 
society; and those possessing a moderate 
share of gifts and advantages, retire to the 
more obscure settlements -- the "back-
woods" if necessary -- and there proclaim 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
 The Baptists were never the enemies 
of learning, as such. The jealousy with 
which many of them have looked on 
preachrs possessing collegiate education, 
has arisen, not from their literary attain-
ments, but from the fact that so many of 
this class of preachers were destitute of 
piety -- a truth which even their best 
friends would not attempt to deny. Many 
such have thrust themselves into the min-
isterial office for filthy lucre -- to gain a 
living on the same principle, and for the 
same end, that others have entered the 
medical or legal professions. No wonder 
that the Baptists should set themselves 
against such traffic -- this merchandise of 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God. 
Whenever our brethren become satisfied 
they have nothing to fear from a like im-
position -- a substitution of mere natural 
talent and human learning -- for the spirit 
of piety, and the call of God, they will 
easily and readily fall into the ranks of the 
friends of education, and will give to liter-
ary and theological improvement their 
united support.  
Let the churches know, that piety is the 
basis of all ministerial qualification -- that 
where this is wanting the most splendid 
talents, the most commanding literature, 
cannot introduce a man into the sacreed 
office -- then will the Baptist churches 
arise, as one man, in favor of giving to 
their sons all the advantages a thorough 
education can impart. That this object is 
both easy and practical, appears to me 
quite obvious. That the teachers and advo-
cates of our theological seminaries are 
acting on this principle is evident, and is a 
guaranted sufficient to secure the confi-
dence and support of the whole denomi-
nation. 
 The fundamental principle of piety, as 
the basis of character and office in all our 
preachers, is now sought to be secured by 
the united concurrence and decision of 
two independent and competent tribunals 
First, the church with whom the candidate 
holds his membership, resolve that, in 
their judgment, he possesses gifts which 

(Continued from page 2) 
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A History of Columbus 
Baptist Association 



Bible Baptist Beacon — 5 

Bible is wrong and you are not. Then, 
upon spending time digging into and 
carefully reading the passage in ques-
tion and seeking the help of other Be-
lievers, the problem can usually be 
resolved. 
 Nevertheless, this and other sup-
posed errors persist because Bible de-
niers, and those otherwise convinced, 
predisposed, or desirous to doubt God 
and His Word ultimately want them to. 

 
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What Has Four Feet 
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Modern 
Textual Criticism 

 

 “Modern textual criticism shipwrecks 
the faith of Christians in the infallibility 
(and thus, the credibility) of the Bible. 
Textual critics speak highly of the lost 
Originals that they seek to piece back 
together, year after year, in a never-
ending quest. But in doing so, they hin-
der assurance in a Bible that can be 
held in the hands, and studied, and be-
lieved. And ironically, they thereby ship-
wreck the faith of multitudes in the inspi-
ration and infallibility of the Originals 
themselves! If God did not preserve His 
Scriptures, anywhere, to absolute per-
fection, how then can one believe that 
the original manuscripts were even writ-
ten in perfection? Will one then quote a 
bible verse to prove it?” 

—Joey Faust, The Word: 
God Will Keep It, pp.256,257. 2011.  

should be publicly improved, and they 
give him a license accordingly. Second, 
with this testimony in his favor, he appears 
before the faculty of the college, whom we 
expect to be men of sound judgment and 
ardent piety -- men who have no partiali-
ties to indulge or gratify -- and thus are 
able to investigate his claims, and decide 
on his qualifications impartially, and so as 
to secure fully the confidence of the 
churches. 
 That the Baptists of Ohio have suf-
fered, both in reputation and prosperity, by 
the premature introduction of ignorant men 
into the ministry -- men incompetent to the 
performance of the duties of the office thus 
inadvertently assigned them, is a fact to 
which they now look back with regret. But 
the reasons that led them to the adoption of 
such means no longer exist, and we may 
hope soon to see our denomination stand-
ing on an equality with any other in talent, 
piety, and learning -- sustaining, and turn-
ing to a good account, that commanding 
influence with which the truth of their pe-
culiar sentiments is calculated to endow 
them. 
 Let the sacramental host of God's elect 
-- the 20,000 associated Baptists of Ohio -- 
faithfully redeem the pledge made in the 
day of their consecration -- their baptismal 
vows -- and we shall soon see the water of 
life breaking out in the wilderness, and the 
streams of salvation watering the desert. 
This wilderness, and these solitary places 
shall be made glad; they shall bud and 
blossom as the rose.  
================================================= 

 

From Columbus Baptist Association Minutes, 1859. 
These original records are in a bound volume at the 
Denison University Library, Special Collections and 

Archives, Granville, OH. 
Scanned and formatted by Jim Duvall. 
[https://baptisthistoryhomepage.com/

oh.columbus.assoc.histry4.html] 
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No matter how hard you try, 

You can't baptize a cat! 

The Average Age 
of World Civilizations 

 

The average age of the world's great 
civilizations has been 200 years. 

These nations have 
progressed through this sequence: 

from bondage to spiritual faith, 
from spiritual faith to great courage, 

from courage to liberty, 
from liberty to abundance, 

from abundance to selfishness, 
from selfishness to complacency, 

from complacency to apathy, 
from apathy to dependency, 

from dependency back to bondage. 
  

—Alexander Fraser Tytler 

He sends his showers of blessing down 
To cheer the plains below; 

He makes the grass the mountains crown, 
And corn in valleys grow. 

 

He gives the grazing ox his meat, 
He hears the raven's cry; 

But man, who tastes his finest wheat, 
Should raise his honors high. 

 

His steady counsels change the face 
Of the declining year; 

He bids the sun cut short his race, 
And wintry days appear. 

 

When from the dreadful stores on high 
He pours the rattling hail, 

The wretch that dares this God defy 
Shall find his courage fail. 

 

He sends his word, and melts the snow, 
The fields no longer mourn; 

He calls the warmer gales to blow, 
And bids the spring return. 

 

The changing wind, the flying cloud, 
Obey his mighty word: 

With songs and honors sounding loud, 
Praise ye the sovereign Lord.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Winter 

Did it ever occur to you that 
nothing ever occurred to God? 



 
SERVICES OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• Sunday School                                      10:00 AM 

• Sunday Morning Worship Service         11:00 AM 

• Sunday Evening Worship Service             6:00 PM 

• Wednesday Evening Prayer Service         7:00 PM 

• Friday Bible Study            7:00 PM 

 
 

MINISTRIES OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• Bible Studies & Expository Preaching 

• World Missions & Local Evangelism 

• Internet Outreach: BBCRichfield.com     
         LiveWithPastorAl.com 

• Radio Outreach Ministry on WHKW 1220 AM:     
Late Night Live with Pastor Al — Sunday, 10:00 PM 
Live With Pastor Al — Friday 1:30 PM 

 
 

LOCATION OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• The Bible Baptist Church meets in the Richfield  
Commons Plaza at the corner of Wheatley and 
Brecksville Roads, in Richfield, Ohio, at:       
4174 Wheatley Rd., Suite 200         
Richfield, Ohio 44286 

 

GOD’S SIMPLE PLAN OF SALVATION 
 

• WHO IS GOOD?  “As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one.”  (Romans 3:10) 

 

• WHO HAS SINNED?  “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23) 

 

• WHERE DID SIN COME FROM?  “Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned.”  (Romans 5:12) 

 

• WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN?  “For the wages of 
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23) 

 

• WHAT IS OUR HOPE?  “But God commended His love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.”  (Romans 5:8) 

 

• WHAT SHOULD WE DO?  “That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved.”  (Romans 10:9) 

  

 “For  whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
 be saved.” (Romans 10:13) 

“So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17 ) 
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