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aionios zoe, meaning that the King James Trans-
lators used the phrases everlasting life and eternal 
life interchangeably.  
  In fact, we can see an example of this if we 
look in John 3:15 and16: 

15That whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal [aionios] life 
[zoe]. 16For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting [aionios] life [zoe]. 

 Now, the word eternal generally refers to 
something that has neither a beginning nor an 
ending, like a circle or a being such as God who 
has no beginning and no ending. Everlasting, on 
the other hand, implies a beginning but not an 
ending, like a straight line that has a starting point 
but goes on forever or a person who has been 
created by God but will never cease to exist. Nev-
ertheless, dictionaries define the two words simi-

(Continued on page 2) 

 The title of this article may seem a bit confus-
ing at first, but that’s by design. It illustrates a 
confusing line of reasoning on the part of those 
who claim that you can lose your salvation. 
 Here’s what I mean. In John 3:16 Jesus says: 

For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 

 Notice what Jesus is saying in this familiar 
and beloved passage. First, He presents the love 
of God which resulted in Jesus coming into the 
world to purchase our salvation through His 
death, burial, and resurrection. Then, Jesus dis-
closes a promise of everlasting life to those that 
believe in Him. 
 This phrase, everlasting life appears 10 times 
in the New Testament of the King James Bible. 
The related phrase, eternal life, appears 26 times. 
In each case, whether everlasting life or eternal 
life, it is always a translation of the Greek phrase, 

Is Everlasting Life Really Everlasting Life 
If It Doesn’t Last Forever?  

 

By Pastor Alfred B. Davis 

Another Year Is Dawning 
 

By 
Frances Ridley Havergal (1874) 

 

Another year is dawning, 
Dear Father, let it be, 

In working or in waiting, 
Another year with Thee. 

 

Another year of mercies, 
Of faithfulness and grace; 
Another year of gladness, 
The shining of Thy face. 

 

Another year of progress, 
(Continued on page 4) 
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 Again and again this question is asked. 
Ridiculous answers, pro and contra, are 
often given, commonly snapshot, occasion-
ally with elaborate attempt to rationalize 
the spontaneous feeling. After thirty-five 
years of occasional research a summary 
statement is possible, as a student sees it. 
Nobody knows for certain nor is it likely 
that nay one ever will know, even though, 
as yet, less than one-half of Washington's 
own writings are in print. What, then are 
the probabilities? There is a strong, unbro-
ken tradition on one hand. On the other 
hand there is no end of guesswork. The 
guessing is perfectly natural to those hav-
ing little acquaintance with the tradition 
and still less with closely accessory back-
ground. 
 Washington said that many things 
about his life could be known only by tra-
dition. He took costly pains for the preser-
vation of his personal writings, leaving us 
"over 400" manuscript volumes. Fitzpat-
rick, "Writings of Washington", Volume I, 
p. 41. Yet he said to a correspondent: 
"Notwithstanding that most of the papers, 
which perhaps may be deemed official, are 
preserved; yet the knowledge of innumera-
ble things of a more delicate and secret 
nature is confined to the perishable remem-
brance of some few of the present genera-
tion." (Letter to Noah Worcester.) One 
who wishes to judge fairly tradition about 
Washington should read that statement of 
his more than once, weighing every word. 
 Some three or four of the then "present 
generations", two of them officers in 
Washington's army, told their children that 
Chaplain Gano granted a request of the 
general for baptism by voluntary immer-

sion and resurrection as a manhood symbol 
of fellowship with the Lord of life, who 
"went down into the water" and "came up 
out", infant "christening" being without 
that symbolism and without any choice of 
his own. General and chaplain, both Ma-
sons, thoroughly appreciated the value of 
symbolism. The sincerity of the tradition is 
indubitable. At my request, grand-children 
of the chaplain put the certainty of their 
childhood teaching fate into affidavits. 
"The John Gano Evidence of George 
Washington's Religion" (pp. 5-7.) Myth-
making might have furnished details, but 
the tradition gives no time and place. It 
disarms suspicion further by repeated ex-
pressions of uncertainty as to incidents. It 
is evident only that it was during the Revo-
lutionary War and was not an ecclesiastical 
but a purely private, personal transaction, 
such an event is beyond the range of possi-
ble belief for either debunkers or sacra-
mentarians. It must be dubious to many 
strung along between these extremes of 
dogmatic pre-judgment. 
 An illustrious pastor of a liberal body, 
the First Baptist church in America 
(Providence, R. I.), for thirty-six years, was 
Dr. Stephen Gano. He was educated for 
medicine by an uncle and served on the 
medical staff, but for the notable church 
ministry by his father, Chaplain John 
Gano. Dr. Stephen Gano was counted the 
pink of propriety in his denomination and 
remarkable in one particular: He was con-
stantly given to baptizing any sure-enough 
Christian who asked, without publicity or 
church action and without any changing of 
their denominational relations. His daugh-

(Continued on page 4) 
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Is Everlasting 
Life Really 

Everlasting Life? 

larly and present them as interchangea-
ble and synonymous. Consequently, it 
is not surprising that, as we saw in John 
3:15-16, the two words are often used 
interchangeably in the King James Bi-
ble. In fact, in another passage, Psalm 
41:13, the word everlasting is used to 
specifically describe God as having no 
beginning or ending: 

Blessed be the LORD God of 
Israel from everlasting, and to 
everlasting. Amen, and Amen. 

 Admittedly, the word everlasting is 
used twice. Still, the concept of God 
being eternal is expressed here by Da-
vid in that, from any given point in 
time, God is everlasting, meaning that 
looking back infinitely into the past or 
looking infinitely into the future you 
will never find a time when God has a 
beginning or an ending or does not ex-
ist. 
 Notice, too, that in John 3:15-16 
eternal life and everlasting life are both 
preceded with the phrase, “whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish”. 
Perishing, in this case, does not refer to 
physical death. After all, the Bible does 
say in Hebrews 9:27 that, “it is appoint-
ed unto men once to die”. Barring the 
rapture, every living person, saved or 
unsaved, will experience physical death 
at some point. Perishing, rather, refers 
to what the Bible calls the “second 
death” in Revelation 20:12-15 and 21:8 
where sinners are cast into the lake of 
fire where they “shall be tormented day 
and night for ever and ever.” Those 
who put their faith in Christ, however, 
will not only escape the second death – 
never perish – but, instead, the Bible 
says that they have, as in currently pos-
sess, eternal/everlasting life. 
  Now, let’s think about this logically 
for a moment. This is important be-
cause those who believe that you can 
lose your salvation claim that you can 
put your faith in Jesus Christ as your 
Lord and Saviour, receive eternal/
everlasting life, and then, despite our 
Lord’s clear and emphatic statement, 
“that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish,”  actually perish due 
to the loss of salvation. As you can see, 
if they are correct, then you did not 
actually receive everlasting life and the 
promise that you will not perish. In-
stead, what you really received is mere-
ly the possibility of everlasting life and 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Was General Washington Baptized 
by Chaplain John Gano? 

The Religious Herald, 1933 
By Lemuel Call Barnes 



 

“Socialism/Communism has many ‘side 
effects that eat up the soul of a nation’ 
….. the greatest of which is godlessness! 
There is no room for Jesus Christ, the 
Bible or Christian liberty. Only God can 
free a people who are brought into bond-
age by Marxists and Radical Islamist.” 

—Virl Stalnaker 
 

“A whole new generation of ’Christians’ 
has come up believing that it is possible 
to accept Christ without forsaking the 
world.

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 

  

 We had a wonderful, blessed 
evening at our Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service at the Rich-
field Bible Baptist Church last 
month. This was one of the best 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Ser-
vices that we have had in several 
years. For the last several years 
either the weather or sickness 
conspired to put a damper on the 
service. This year, however, eve-
rything seemed to come together 
for a wonderful evening centered 
around the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

Lighthouse Legal Ministries Closes 
  

 You may have noticed that Lighthouse Legal Ministries is no longer listed 
on page 2 with the other missionaries that we pray for and support. LLM was 
a ministry of the Lighthouse Baptist Church in Ashtabula, Ohio, for over 30 
years. Recently, and reluctantly, they had to close the ministry. 
 Pastor John Jones wrote: 

...As you know, our heart is to continue this ministry, but despite all 
of our efforts, the Lord has not seen fit to give us the personnel that 
we need to do so. Please understand that it is not a matter of mon-
ey, it is not for our lack of due diligence, it is not because of our 
laziness in pursuing every possible lead, it is not for a lack of adver-
tising/promotion, it is not for lack of prayer and fasting, and it is not 
for our lack of desire or faith. I am confident that we have done 
everything humanly possible, and our God has simply not given us 
the attorney(s) that we need, that will allow us to continue to move 
forward with this ministry. 

 Please pray for Lighthouse Baptist Church as they close out this ministry. 
Should the situation change, however, and the Lord suddenly provide the 
attorney(s) they need to restart the legal ministry, we will let you know. 
 

Speaking of Missionaries, 
Praise From the Civales 

  

 It their December prayer letter, Jim and Emi Civale, missionaries to the 
people of the Samoan Islands, recently posted a tremendous praise: 

Since we last wrote in October, God has been at work in our lives 
and shown us much kindness.  We cannot thank you all enough for 
praying for and with us through it all. Two months ago, we were 
told that Emi certainly had cancer, that it was aggressive, and that 
immediate surgery and chemotherapy rounds were necessary. God 
turned all that around in lass than two weeks and a team of oncolo-
gists assured us that Emi was cancer-free, not at all in need of sur-
gery or chemotherapy, and free to travel for her scheduled trip to 
Samoa. So, Emi left for Samoa the last week of October and re-
turned to the U.S. earlier this month. In Samoa, Emi helped with 
the last quarter of the school year and the year-end graduations 
and awards assembly. Her help was especially important because 
schools in Samoa had been closed the previous five weeks due to a 
severe outbreak of dengue fever.  Praise God that she and the team 
there were able to work with the students and families to ensure 
that our students were ready for our own year-end tests and the 
government’s year-end standardized tests.  We are confident that 
our students maintained their high level of achievement ABC Acade-
my has come to be known for. Upon Emi’s return to the US, we did 
further medical tests that confirmed that same good news we heard 
before she left. To God be the glory! 

Please continue to pray for the Civales, as well as all of our missionaries. You 
can check out their prayer letters on the bulletin board and see on the map 
where they are serving as you come into the building. 

 
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the possibility of not perishing. 
 Consider, for instance, John 10:27-30, 
where Jesus says: 

27My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me: 
28And I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, nei-
ther shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. 29My Father, which 
gave them me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father's hand. 30I and 
my Father are one. 

 When Jesus refers to “My sheep” in 
verse 27, He is re-
ferring to those who 
have believed in 
His, accepting Him 
by faith as their 
Lord and Saviour. In 
verse 28 Jesus says 
that He gives these 
people, His sheep, 
eternal life, with the 
express promise that 
“they shall never 
perish”. Verses 29 
and 30 reinforce the 
idea that the eternal life that Jesus has 
given to His sheep cannot be plucked 
away. 
 With that in mind, let’s rewrite this 
passage to more accurately convey the 
concept of being able to lose your salva-
tion: 

27My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me: 
28And I give unto them the possi-
bility of eternal life; and they 
might possibly never perish, as-
suming no man pluck them out of 
my hand. 29My Father, which gave 
them me, is greater than all, but 
some man may be able to pluck 
them out of my Father’s hand. 30I 
and my Father are one. 

 Here is why. Jesus says in verse 28 
that He gives His sheep “eternal life” and 
clearly states that “they shall never per-
ish”. If you could lose your salvation then 
Jesus did not really give you “eternal life” 
because eternal life is, by definition, ever-

(Continued from page 2) lasting, which means that it can never 
come to an end. Consequently, you did not 
really receive eternal life but merely the 
possibility of eternal or everlasting life. 
And, if you only received the possibility of 
eternal life, then it follows that the state-
ment that you will never perish was really 
more of a possibility than a promise as 
well.  
 Unfortunately, for those who want to 
contend that you can lose your salvation, 
Jesus clearly said, “I give unto them eter-
nal life; and they shall never perish”. If you 
could lose eternal life and perish then it 
was not eternal. After all, if the eternal life 

that Jesus gives us is 
truly everlasting, then 
how can it end? It 
can’t. Therefore, if you 
were to lose your salva-
tion then you did not 
actually receive eternal/
everlasting life, only 
the possibility of it, 
meaning Jesus was 
either lying to us or 
purposely misleading 
us (which is a form of 
lying) in John 10:27-30 

when He unquestionably said that He did 
give us eternal life and promised that we 
would never perish. 
 But that brings up another problem. In 
Numbers 23:19, the Bible says: 

God is not a man, that he should 
lie; neither the son of man, that he 
should repent: hath he said, and 
shall he not do it? or hath he spo-
ken, and shall he not make it good? 

 If those who believe that you can lose 
your salvation are correct, then Jesus can-
not be God because God cannot lie. It is 
against His holy nature. 
 I don’t know about you but I’m going 
with the Bible here. I have every confi-
dence that my salvation in secure in Christ 
and cannot be lost because Jesus clearly 
said that it is both eternal and everlasting 
and promised that I will never perish in 
both John 3:15-16 and John 10:27-30. Ei-
ther Jesus meant what He said or He     
didn’t. After all, everlasting life isn’t really 

everlasting life if it doesn’t last forever.  

Is Everlasting Life Really Everlasting Life? 
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ter married David Benedict, the well-
known church historian. That is one of 
the highly qualified lines through which 
the Washington baptism tradition comes. 
A daughter of David Benedict wrote me 
that she did not doubt it. Jacob Creath 
made written declaration (Palmyra, Mo., 
1874) that he remembered well a visit of 
many days by Benedict in his parents' 
home in Virginia and telling them about 
the baptism of Washington. 
 Two other lines of transmission are as 
direct as channels of tradition could be. 
The oldest son of the chaplain was Daniel 
Gano, a captain of artillery. One of my 
affiliates, Rev. R. M. Gano (a Confeder-
ate general in the sixties) talked with Cap-
tain Daniel Gano, who told with perfect 
assurance about the chaplain's baptizing 
Washington. The most explicit line of 
transmission is thorough the oldest 
daughter of Chaplain Gano, Margaret. 
Margaret Gano Hubbell repeatedly taught 
different members of the next generation 
(my affiants = "those who make affida-
vits") that her father baptized Washington 
and that he "told her" so. Such statements 
put into writing a generation earlier 
would be historical records. As it is, we 
have tradition, "the perishable remem-
brance of some few of the present genera-
tion.", one of the "innumerable things of a 
more delicate and secret nature" transmis-
sible only in that way. It is a triple tradi-
tion in the Gano family and more too. We 
have heard the Creath family quoting 
Benedict. General and Rev. R. M. Gano 
affirmed in 1891 that the tradition was 
held by "many other families with whom 
I have conversed both in Kentucky and in 
Virginia". He was a man grown before he 
knew that any one questioned the fact. It 
was widely accepted in the part of the 
country where Chaplain Gano spent his 
last years. But neither he nor his children 
felt at liberty to put it into writing. (For a 
later recension of the same account, see 
the "Souvenir of the First Baptist Church 
in the City of New York" last page). 
Chaplain Gano was its founder and twen-
ty-six years pastor, through the revolu-
tion. 
 Background is indispensable to per-
spective. A correct judgment of the tradi-
tion is impossible to one who knows little 
of the personal religious atmosphere of 
that hour. Did space allow, fifty facts of 
record, many not before collated, could 
make the tradition, if not probable, at 
least quite free from strangeness. For ex-

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Was General Wash-
ington Baptized? 

Another year of praise; 
Another year of proving 
Thy presence all the days. 

 

Another year of service, 
Of witness for Thy love; 

(Continued from page 1) Another year of training 
For holier work above. 

 

Another year is dawning, 
Dear Father, let it be 

On earth or else in heaven, 
Another year for Thee.  

Another Year Is Dawning 
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ample, when Washington brought his mili-
tary headquarters to New York City in the 
spring of 1776, patriotic mobs were tearing 
down the statue of the King of England 
and other royal emblems. The general re-
quested the authorities of Trinity church 
and its chapel, St. Paul's, to discontinue the 
customary prayers for the government of 
England, whose battleships were then 
gathering in the harbor to crush the 
"rebellion". The rector refused to do it. But 
the noble general frequented his pew at St. 
Paul's, silently praying for this country, 
while the priest in the high pulpit prayed 
for the success of the enemies of the coun-
try. In plain sight on "Gold Hill", only two 
or three squares away, stood the ever-
crowded meeting-house where Pastor John 
Gano, with his eloquent voice and heart, 
was preaching and praying in behalf of the 
colonial government and its chosen com-
mander. Like a good soldier, Washington 
stood by his own church, but watched with 
keen interest and overflowing gratitude 
every sanely patriotic popular current in 
the town. Before the memorable year end-
ed Gano was an army chaplain and at the 
battle of White Plains, instead of staying at 
the rear with the surgeons, rushed into the 
firing line to enhearten our wavering raw 
recruits and stood by the guns to the last. 
The officers at headquarters were aglow 
with admiration. At a later battle in the 
southern Highlands he maintained his rep-
utation as a "fighting chaplain". When 
headquarters were located in the northern 
Highlands a great assembly building of 
logs was reared as he said for the worship 
of God, in which he and other chaplains 
preached. At last peace with England was 
announced and the entire encampment was 
mustered there on "Temple Hill", as still it 
is called, for the celebration of victory. 
The chaplain chosen to offer the public 
prayer of thanksgiving was John Gano. 
 In the long seven years between Chat-
terton Hill, White Plains, and the peace 
jubilee on Temple Hill, Windsor, there 
were extended seasons for military activity 
allowing ample opportunity for private 
conferences and events. Gano lost no 
chance to press the claims of the Almighty 
on high and low. One morning, hearing an 
officer use profanity he said to him: "You 
pray early today." "I beg your pardon, 
chaplain," said the officer. "Oh, I cannot 
pardon you; take your case to God." Three 
seasons headquarters were at Morristown 
N. J., where Gano had once been pastor, 
owned a farm and marked the way to good 
baptismal pools. 
 Washington's own church, with splen-
did exceptions, was overwhelmingly 

(Continued from page 4) 

Was General Washington Baptized by Chaplain John Gano? 

for twenty years in mid-career, Bishop 
William White, advocated immersion as 
the primitive and correct form, the one 
preferred in the rubrics of every Prayer-
Book. ("Lectures on the Catechism," pp. 
125 and 263.) But the good Bishop left it 
to others to practice what he preached. He 
admitted that his great parishioner was 
exceedingly reticent about his personal 
opinions on religious questions, also that 
he was ritually as out-and-out noncon-
formist. But whosoever reads the writings 
of Washington already in print, to say 
nothing of the twenty more volumes now 
on the way, will be sure of one religious 
conviction about which he was not at all 
reticent, but frequently very expressive, 
his belief in the benign providence and 
sovereign rulership of the living God. He 
and Gano were of one heart. 
 Turning from the narrow way of well-
authorized tradition and documented his-
tory into the unfenced fields of guess-
work, let guessing run wild according to 
its nature. It will be determined mainly by 
prepossessions of one kind and another. 
But if one has guessed away from the 
tradition it factual historicity, its chief 
value remains. During the lifetime of 
George Washington he was a man of such 
obvious open mind and at the same time 
exacting conscience that honest, intelli-
gent men, who knew him at closer range 
than we do, could easily think of him as 
walking down into an emblematic grave 
and being raised out of it, in order to fol-
low with precision the example and word 
of the Commander-in-Chief of Christian 
men.  
================================================= 

 

Lemuel Call Barnes in The Religious Herald, 
March 23, 1933; via SBTS Archives, Louisville, 

KY. Document provided by Adam Winters, Archi-
vist. Transcribed and formatted by Jim Duvall. 

[https://baptisthistoryhomepage.com/
gano.washington.baptized.html] 

"Tory". The liberty-loving group to which 
Gano belonged was almost to a man with 
the colonial cause. Washington wrote of 
that fact with warm appreciation. His 
relations with them individually and col-
lectively are matters of ample record. 
See, for instance, Guild's "Hezekiah 
Smith". Unavoidably the root principle of 

such a group had great weight with a man 
like Washington - personal responsibility 
in religion rather sponsorship by others. 
See "George Washington and Freedom of 
Conscience" in the quarterly "Journal of 
Religion", October, 1932. "Soul-liberty" 
had been a slogan with some of the Colo-
nials for a hundred and forty years. 
Washington's ledger shows that he 
bought books advocating that. The 
minutes of the Virginia House of Bur-
gesses show that when it was flooded 
with petitions by the advocates of 
"soul-liberty" Washington was put 
on a committee to bring it to pass. So 
he went to the First Continental Con-
gress, at the doors of which Gano 
appeared with a strong delegation, 
President Manning and others from 
northern colonies, sent by a meeting 
in New England over which Gano 
had presided, on purpose to insist on 
soul-liberty as the cornerstone of 
American liberties. Washington was 
always an Episcopalian, born, bred 
and buried within "The Church". No 
one has ever supposed that he joined 
any Baptist church. We have seen the 
Gano custom of baptizing others. 
Washington's friend, his own rector 

John Gano baptizing George Washington 

by David Richard Paynte, 1908 



 
SERVICES OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• Sunday School                                      10:00 AM 

• Sunday Morning Worship Service         11:00 AM 

• Sunday Evening Worship Service             6:00 PM 

• Wednesday Evening Prayer Service         7:00 PM 

• Friday Bible Study            7:00 PM 

 
 

MINISTRIES OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• Bible Studies & Expository Preaching 

• World Missions & Local Evangelism 

• Internet Outreach: BBCRichfield.com     
         LiveWithPastorAl.com 

• Radio Outreach Ministry on WHKW 1220 AM:     
Late Night Live with Pastor Al — Sunday, 10:00 PM 
Live With Pastor Al — Friday 1:30 PM 

 
 

LOCATION OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

• The Bible Baptist Church meets in the Richfield  
Commons Plaza at the corner of Wheatley and 
Brecksville Roads, in Richfield, Ohio, at:       
4174 Wheatley Rd., Suite 200         
Richfield, Ohio 44286 

 

GOD’S SIMPLE PLAN OF SALVATION 
 

• WHO IS GOOD?  “As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one.”  (Romans 3:10) 

 

• WHO HAS SINNED?  “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23) 

 

• WHERE DID SIN COME FROM?  “Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned.”  (Romans 5:12) 

 

• WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN?  “For the wages of 
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23) 

 

• WHAT IS OUR HOPE?  “But God commended His love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.”  (Romans 5:8) 

 

• WHAT SHOULD WE DO?  “That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved.”  (Romans 10:9) 

  

 “For  whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
 be saved.” (Romans 10:13) 

“So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17 ) 
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