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Who Are You Fooling?
By Pastor Alfred B. Davis (2008)

as he realized that he and Eve were naked he
took steps to cover the results of their sin. They
sewed fig leaves together to make aprons,
according to Genesis 3:7. However, in the next
verse they apparently realized that God would
not be taken in by their new found fashion sense
and they hid themselves from His presence
among the trees of the garden.
God, however, was not fooled. He knew from
the very beginning that Adam and Eve had disobeyed His command not to eat the fruit of the
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Their
fig leaf aprons did not fool Him. Neither did their
futile attempt to hide from Him. The only ones
they were fooling were themselves.
When God called out to Adam in verse 9,
“Where art thou?” it wasn’t an effort on God’s
part to find out what was going on. God already
knew. Instead, it was an opportunity for Adam to
stop trying to fool God and realize that he was in
reality only fooling himself.
Adam and Eve’s reactions then were much
like our reactions today when God confronts us
with the reality of our sin. We, like Adam and
Eve, refuse to accept responsibility for our sin
and try to fool God but only end up fooling ourselves.
Remember, their first response, in verse 7,
was to cover up the
effect of their sin with
fig leaves. We do the
Deal plainly with sinners and shew them their state,
same thing today when
If dying in sin how unhappy their fate,
we try to impress God
If saved through Jesus how blessed their case,
with our good works
For glory to steer as a vessel of grace.
and our giving while
Discharging your duty you’ll certainly find
The wicked and Satan against you combin’d;
hoping that God will
Regard not their malice nor envy, for lo,
see those good things
Your Master is with you wherever you go.
and not notice—or at
Your warfare when ended and foes brought to yield,
least overlook—our sin.
King Jesus will sound a retreat from the field;
We cannot, however,
To glory He’ll waft you to dwell with all those,
Whose spirits are blest with eternal repose.
hide our sin from God.
Judgment being ended, with Christ you’ll ascend,
As the Psalmist said,
Your glorious Redeemer He doth attend;
“O God, thou knowest
With pleasure transcendent free grace you will sing.
my foolishness; and my
In strains of perfection to Jesus your King

Are you familiar with Captain Penny’s Law?
It goes something like this, “You can fool some
of the people all of the time and all of the people
some of the time; but you can’t fool mom.”
Captain Penny did not originate that thought
but he did much to popularize it on the Captain
Penny show in the 1960’s. And, though it may
have been what mothers wanted their children to
believe, it isn't completely correct. Captain Penny may have had good intentions but he was
wrong on the last part. It might be difficult to
fool mom but the only one you cannot fool is
God.
The Bible has a lot to say about fools and
those who fool. In the Garden of Eden Satan
fooled Eve. Second Corinthians 11:3 tells us that
the Devil “beguiled Eve through his subtilty.” In
other words, the Devil was a con artist who literally fooled Eve through his crafty, cunning trickery.
Adam, on the other hand, seems to have gone
into the situation with his eyes wide open. The
Bible does not indicate that he was fooled like
Eve. Instead he apparently chose to disobey God
as he willing followed after Eve and ate the forbidden fruit.
Adam did, however, try to fool God. As soon

(Continued on page 2)

—James Ireland

Please Note:

May 2022
3 - Primary Elections
8 - Mother’s Day
22 - Church Dedication Service
30 - Memorial Day

June 2022
13 - Ohio’s Constitutional Carry
law goes into effect
14 - Flag Day
19 - Father’s Day

Use of sources, quotes, and
other references does not
constitute an endorsement of
any publication, individual,
organization, or ministry by
the Richfield Bible Baptist
Church, the Bible Baptist
Beacon, or Pastor Davis.
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You Fooling?
(Continued from page 1)

William Carey (Part One)
William Carey was born in Purey, Northamptonshire, England, Aug. 17, 1761. In his
boyhood he was an extreme Episcopalian,
regarding dissenters with sovereign contempt. His father and grandfather officiated as clerks in the Episcopal Church, and
young Carey from childhood loved the
house in which they held this humble position.
Mr. Carey was baptized by Dr. Ryland,
Oct. 5, 1783, in the river Nen, just
above Dr. Doddridge's church,
Northampton. For three years
and a half he preached to a
little community in Boston,
walking six miles each way
to render the service.
He was ordained pastor of the church of
Moulton Aug. 1, 1787;
the sermon on the occasion was preached by the
Rev. Andrew Fuller. His
salary at Moulton was just
$75 a year, and when he
entered upon his labors in that
field he had a wife and two children
to support.
Mr. Carey had probably the greatest
facility for acquiring foreign languages ever
possessed by any human being. At any
rate, no one ever possessed a larger measure of this extraordinary talent. In seven
years he learned Latin, Greek, Hebrew,
French, and Dutch, and in acquiring these
languages he had scarcely any assistance.
In reading the voyages of the celebrated
Captain Cook he first had his attention
directed to the heathen world, and especially to its doomed condition: the topic

soon filled his mind and engrossed his
heart. And though the subject was beset
by innumerable and apparently insurmountable difficulties, and though the
work was novel to him and to everyone of
his friends, yet he felt impelled by an
unseen power to go and preach the gospel
to the heathen. His first selected field of
labor was Tahiti. He issued a pamphlet
entitled "An Inquiry into the Obligation of
Christians to Use Means for the Conversion
of the Heathen." This publication
made a deep impression upon Mr.
Carey's friends, and it had an
extensive influence in turning
their minds and hearts to the
idolaters of distant lands. Mr.
Carey became pastor of the
church in Leicester in 1789,
and there he labored with
untiring faithfulness among
his flock, and formed plans
with unquenchable zeal for the
salvation of the heathen. From
this church he went forth to India
to give God's Word to its vast population.
At the meeting of his Association, which
was held at Nottingham, May 30, 1792, he
preached on Isaiah 54:2-3, announcing the
two memorable divisions of his discourse:
"Expect great things from God; attempt
great things for God." The sermon stirred
up the hearts of his hearers as they had
never been before; everyone felt the guilt
of keeping the gospel from perishing myriads, and the need of making an effort to
win his ignorant enemies to their Master.
At Kettering, the church of Andrew Fuller,
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sins are not hid from thee. (Psalm
69:5)”
Instead, we need to take responsibility for our sin, knowing that God is not
deceived by our foolish attempts to cover it up. Otherwise, like Adam and Eve,
we fool ourselves into thinking that God
will be impressed with the “filthy rags
(Isaiah 64:6)” of our own righteousness
when God wants to clothe us “with the
garments of salvation…[and] with the
robe of righteousness (Isaiah 61:10).”
The second thing that Adam and Eve
did was to try and hide from God among
the trees of the garden. They had sinned
and they knew it. Rather than go to God
and confess their sin they tried to avoid
God’s presence. The unsaved and the
backslidden do the same thing today.
They feel uncomfortable in God’s presence so they avoid church services, steer
clear of God’s people, and try to hide out
amongst the trees of the world, foolishly
hoping that God will not see them.
We need to realize that “the eyes of
the LORD run to and fro throughout the
whole earth. (2 Chronicles 2:9)” and
“The eyes of the LORD are in every
place, beholding the evil and the good.
(Proverbs 15:3)”. Consequently, we
need to say with the Psalmist,
“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy
presence? If I ascend up into
heaven, thou art there: if I make
my bed in hell, behold, thou art
there. If I take the wings of the
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there
shall thy hand lead me, and thy
right hand shall hold me. If I say,
Surely the darkness shall cover
me; even the night shall be light
about me. Yea, the darkness
hideth not from thee; but the
night shineth as the day: the
darkness and the light are both
alike to thee. (Psalms 139:7-12)”
When God calls “Where art thou?”
it isn’t because He does not know where
we are hiding. God knows where we are!
Instead, it is an opportunity for us to stop
fooling ourselves and admit our sin. Only then will we be willing to stop hiding
and come to God for cleansing from sin
and shame.
Notice Adam’s response when he
realized that his foolish attempts to cover and hide failed to fool God. He immediately tries the pious sounding pseudoconfession. “I heard thy voice in the
(Continued on page 4)
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“A similar and hugely popular worldview
today is religious pluralism. This view can
be defined as ‘the belief in two or more
religious worldviews as being equally
valid or acceptable.’ This goes beyond
the anti-Christian idea of tolerance,
‘Coexist,’ or non-judgment. Religious
pluralism ‘accepts multiple paths to God
or gods as a possibility’ and is usually
contrasted with ‘exclusivism,’ the idea
that there is only one true religion or one
way to know God. ”
—David Fiorazo
“The Church is restraining much presentday evil. That means that you and I are
on a rescue mission presently. We are
called to win the lost while there is time,
and to occupy until He comes! What a
privilege—and a challenge—to be born
for such a time as this, as we see all
things fall into place.”
—Jan Markell
“Apart from an expectation that’s firmly
fixed on Jesus and His imminent appearing, I could not cope with all that I see.
My “blessed hope” of seeing “the
appearing of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ” has never been more precious to me than it is now (Titus 2:13).
The expectation of Jesus’ appearing is
the anchor of my soul during these chaotic times.”
—Jonathan Brentner

“A school does not endorse private religious speech just because it fails to censor it.”
—Former U.S. Solicitor General
Paul Clement
“Simply put, corporations that do what
Disney did, publicly lobbying against the
rights of parents to have a say in whether their young children are exposed to
sexually explicit subject matter, have
marked themselves out as enemies of a
free people and should be treated as
such. If Disney wants to make war on
families in Florida, then the proper role
of a democratically elected government
is to go after Disney with every power at
its disposal.”
—John Daniel Davidson
“Over the past 60 years, public schools
have been scrubbed of religion, stripped
bare in the name of the name of the
Establishment Clause of the U.S. Constitution, which bars favoring one religion
over others. Now the void is being filled
by social justice ideology, the left’s religion by another name.”
—Betsy McCaughey
“The most serious injuries from Iraq and
Afghanistan came from IEDs — improvised explosive devices. Our vehicles had
to be “up-armored” to deal with the
evolving threat. Man of Valor, you need
to know that the enemy is going to place
innumerable IEDs in your path today and
you need to get up-armored before you
walk out your front door. The enemy
knows that he can’t kill you, so his best
bet is getting you off the battlefield.”
—Roger Helle

Our New Church Home!
April 1st was no joke for our church.
It was the first time that we were able to
meet in our new facility. After 13 years
meeting in the Richfield Holiday Inn
Express meeting room, we are now
meeting at 4174 Wheatley Road, Suite
200, in Richfield.
We had an great turnout of 36 for our
Friday night Bible study on April 1, and
then another big day with 28 for our first
Sunday services on April 3. Attendance
has held steady in the 20’s ever since.
We have also restored our Wednesday
night prayer meeting, with about 10-12
attending.
It is still amazing how fast God
brought everything together. We first
looked at our new location online following our Friday night Bible study on March
11. We had big attendance that night and the somewhat crowded conditions
at the hotel prompted one our ladies to do a search online for commercial
spaces that might be available in Richfield. When she found the space at
4174 Wheatley Road, we initially thought that the cost was a misprint. Fortunately, one of our men knew the owner and was able to verify the cost.
We arranged to meet the owner and
tour the building the very next day and,
based on our walk through, decided to
check with Richfield Village regarding the
zoning to see if it was possible for us to
meet there. The following week we found
out that there was no problem with the
Village zoning nor with Summit County.
Based on that, we decided to pursue
leasing the space as soon as possible.
We began praying in earnest that the
Lord would pave the way for us and,
after an inspection by the Fire Department, we signed the lease and submitted
an occupancy permit application on
March 22. We also received the go-ahead
to begin renovations and so a number of us met in the building the next day
to pray and begin planning.
Over the next several days we began switching the utilities into our name
and moving items into the building. Fortunately, Pastor and Mrs. Davis had a
number of chairs and our old pulpit stored at their house. Several people
supplied more chairs, some tables, and other things needed to begin meeting
in our new location. We were hopeful — cautiously optimistic — that we
might begin meeting there on April 1.
Several people met again on March 30 at the new location to do some
major cleaning and try various setups for our
Sunday services and Friday night Bible studies.
We also spent some time in prayer, asking God to
enable us to have our occupancy permit by April
1, which was just two days away.
Still not hearing anything back from the Village, Pastor Davis felt led to visit the Townhall
the next day. He walked into the Planning and
Zoning office where our application was literally
sitting on the desk. The Planning, Zoning and
Economic Development Director walked in while
Pastor Davis was there, asked him a few questions, signed the papers, and handed them to
Pastor Davis. Consequently, Pastor Davis quickly
sent word out to everyone that we had our occupancy permit and would officially begin meeting
the next day, April 1, in our new facility. Amen!
(Continued on page 5)
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Who Are You Fooling?
(Continued from page 2)

garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself. (Genesis 3:10)”
What Adam was actually saying was,
“Well, yes, Lord, I did hear you. And,
yes, I was hiding from you. But it was for
a good reason! I am not worthy to be in
your presence right now. I just have too
many problems and things going on in my
life. After all, I need time to think things
through and coming to church would only
confuse me. Besides, I don’t want to be a
stumbling block to someone else so I
thought I’d just stay
home.”
Sound familiar?
God, knowing exactly
what Adam had done confronted him directly with
his sin in verse 11, just as
He does with us today.
Adam then responded in
verse 12, “The woman
whom thou gavest to be
with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I did eat.”
He used the same
excuse that we use today:
“It’s not MY fault!” He blamed Eve. He
blamed God. He blamed everyone but
himself.
We do the same! “But you don’t
understand, God. It wasn’t my fault. I was
a victim! Circumstances were beyond my
control! He/she/they made me do it! I was
a deprived child! Besides, God, you made
me this way/you allowed this to happen
so it is really YOUR fault!”
Eve, at least, was honest in her
excuse. “And the LORD God said unto
the woman, What is this that thou hast
done? And the woman said, The serpent
beguiled me, and I did eat. (Genesis
3:13)” Unfortunately, her prior actions
indicated that she, like Adam, was not
willing to take responsibility for her sin
until confronted by God. Instead of confessing her sin she tried to cover its
effects and hide from God.
It did not work for Adam. It did not
work for Eve. It does not work for us.
What does work is to go to God and confess your sin. “If we say that we have no
sin, we deceive [fool] ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our

sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)”
If you think God does not exist and you
can be a moral person without Him, you
are only fooling yourself. You need to
remember, “The fool hath said in his heart,
There is no God. They are corrupt, they
have done abominable works, there is none
that doeth good. (Psalms 14:1)”
If you have never trusted Jesus Christ
as your Saviour and you think that God
will not send you to hell because of your
sin, you are only fooling yourself. Galatians 6:7-8 tells us:
“Be not deceived; God
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to
his flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting.”
If your are saved and
think that you can you can
use your freedom and liberty in Christ to do what you
want, you are only fooling yourself. In
fact, Paul addresses that foolish thought
directly with two rhetorical questions in
Romans chapter 6:
“What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we,
that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein? (verses 1-2)”
And:
“What then? shall we sin, because
we are not under the law, but under
grace? God forbid. Know ye not,
that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants ye are
to whom ye obey; whether of sin
unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness? (verses 15-16)”
Stop trying to fool God. Quit fooling
yourself. Stop trying to make excuses for
your sin. Trust Jesus Christ as your Saviour if you have not already. Confess your
sin and get your heart right with Him if
you have.
Remember: You can fool some of the
people all of the time and all of the people
some of the time—you may even fool
mom; but you can’t fool God!

More Looney Liberal Headlines…

Reporting on Elijah on Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 18):

FIRE SENDS RELIGIOUS RIGHT
EXTREMIST INTO FRENZY! 450 KILLED!

Mother
Oft a vision comes to me
Of my mother’s dear face,
As she knelt beside the old armchair;
How it beamed with light and peace,
Shown with beauty and grace,
When she brought to Jesus every care!
I can see her angel form
Interceding for me,
In temptation’s dark and stormy hour:
And I hear her gentle voice,
With its sweet melody,
Asking God to keep me by His pow’r.
I remember her tender look
As she bade me goodbye,
“Will you meet me in that land so fair?”
Then her spirit took its flight
To her home in the sky,
And I promised her to meet her there.
Many years have passed since then,
But I cannot forget,
All her tears of love and pray’rs for me;
At the Father’s throne above,
Mother pleads for me yet,
And some day with her again I’ll be.
—M. Homer Cummings

The Left’s Religion
“Over the past 60 years,
public schools have been
scrubbed
of
religion,
stripped bare in the name
of the name of the Establishment Clause of the U.S.
Constitution, which bars
favoring one religion over others. Now
the void is being filled by social justice
ideology, the left’s religion by another
name. Why should traditional religion be
discriminated against, while teachers and
coaches are allowed to proselytize their
woke belief system, displaying Gay Pride
symbols and BLM slogans in the classroom? Are children any less at risk of
coercion or indoctrination by these ideas
presented by authority figures whom
they’re eager to please?”
—Betsy McCaughey
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Ministry Focus
(Continued from page 3)

Church Dedication
Service

While moving into our new church
meeting location we began talking
about having a special dedication
service. Kim Davis, our Pastor’s wife,
said that if we wanted to do a dedication service in April we could throw
something together. But, she added,
if we wait until May we can plan one.
So, we are planning for a special
Church Dedication Service, Sunday
morning, May 22.
Bro. David Iseminger, will be our
special
guest
preacher for our
church dedication
service. Bro. Iseminger is a long
time friend of the
Richfield
Bible
Baptist
Church
and has preached
many times for
us
preaching
when he was on the road with his
family ministering to small struggling
churches across America.
Following the morning service we
will have a fellowship dinner at 12:30
PM.
Please plan to come and join us
as we celebrate God’s goodness and
dedicate our new meeting locations
to His glory!

Faith Wins Pastor’s
Luncheon

Tuesday, April 26, we had the
opportunity to host a Faith Wins Pastor’s Luncheon. Faith Wins Founder
and President, Chad Connelley, and
Ohio Director Josiah Kaigin were the
main speakers. In addition, we had a
number of pastors and church representatives who came to learn how to
leverage their influence and impact

William Carey (Part One)
(Continued from page 2)

the Baptist Missionary Society was organized Oct. 2, 1792. The society was formally instituted in the house of the widow of Deacon Beeby Wallis. The little
parlor which witnessed the birth of this
society was the most honored room in
the British Islands, or in any part of Christendom; in it was formed the first society
of modern times for spreading the gospel
among thmarshmane heathen, the parent of all the great Protestant missionary
societies in existence.
The British East India Company had
the government of India at this period.
No white man could settle in that country without their permission, nor remain
in it longer than they pleased. No ship
could trade with it except one of their
vessels. The Company was intensely hostile to missionaries, and to please the
people of India they were ready to show
the greatest respect for their gods. In
1801 a deputation from the government
went in procession to the Kalee ghaut,
the most opulent and popular shrine of
the metropolis, and presented 5000
rupees to the idol in the name of the
Company for the success which had
attended the British arms.
A Baptist surgeon in India, named
Thomas, had preached Christ occasionally to the natives, and in 1793 he was in
England to secure some fellow-worker to
go back with him to that dark land. Carey
and he were appointed missionaries by
the new society. They engaged passage
on the "Earl of Oxford" to sail for the
East, and they went on board to leave
their native land; but Mr. Carey had no
license to go to India from the Company,
and both the missionaries were put
ashore; Carey was greatly distressed by
this unexpected blow, and felt as if his
hopes were permanently crushed, but
soon the Danish East Indiaman, the "Kron
Princessa Maria," was found, and in her
they sailed June 13, 1793. The voyage
was a prosperous one, and the mission-

aries landed in health. For a few years Mr.
Carey had charge of an indigo-factory,
from which he received L240 per annum;
and at the same time he labored unobtrusively as a missionary. He could not stay in
British India as an avowed missionary, and
when, on their landing in Calcutta, Marshman and Ward were ordered back to England, because the captain of their vessel
returned them to the authorities as missionaries, Carey determined to make his
abode at Serampore for the future, and to
take Marshman and Ward with him, where
they could stay in defiance of the British
East India Company. Serampore was a
Danish settlement on the river Hoogly, 15
miles from Calcutta. The kings of Denmark
had sent out missionaries to convert the
natives, and their government was in
hearty sympathy with missions. Col. Bie,
the representative of the Danish sovereign
at Serampore, received Carey and his
brethren with generous hospitality, and he
protected them for years against the powerful governors of British India. The providence of God evidently kept this little spot
under the rule of Denmark as a refuge for
the missionaries until the pious people of
Great Britain should abolish the heathenish law which excluded missionaries from
India. Even the king of Denmark himself, as
he learned from the governor of Serampore the character and worth of the missionaries, became their firm friend. In 1821,
Frederick VI., king of Denmark, sent the
missionaries a gold medal, as an express
on of his appreciation of their labors, and
endowed the college which they had
founded with the rent of a house worth
about $5000. And when in 1845 the successor of Frederick ceded the Serampore
settlement to the British government, he
had an article inserted in the treaty
confirming the Danish charter of the
Serampore Baptist College.
[End of Part One. Part Two next month.
From William Cathcart, editor, The Baptist
Encyclopedia, 1881; rpt. 1988, pp. 182-184.
Scanned and formatted by Jim Duvall.]

The Missionary's Equipment

within the governmental and political
arena; to be the salt and light that
Jesus told us to be.

A life yielded to God and controlled by His Spirit
A restful trust in God for the supply of all needs
A sympathetic spirit and a willingness to take a lowly place
Tact in dealing with men and adaptability toward circumstances
Zeal in service and steadfastness in discouragement
Love for communion with God and for the study of His Word
Some experience and blessing in the Lord's work at home
A healthy body and a vigorous mind
—Hudson Taylor

(Romans 10:17 )

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
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Wednesday Evening Prayer Service
(Call for meeting location)
Friday Bible Study
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Sunday Evening Worship Service
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Sunday Morning Worship Service
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Sunday School

7:00 PM

MINISTRIES OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH:

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Bible Studies & Expository Preaching
World Missions & Local Evangelism
Nursing Home Outreach

•

Internet Outreach: BBCRichfield.com
Radio Outreach Ministry on WHKW 1220 AM:

•“Late Night Live with Pastor Al” — Sunday, 11:00 PM
•
•"Live With Pastor Al" — Friday 1:30 PM
LOCATION OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH:

•

•

The Bible Baptist Church meets at the Richfield
Holiday Inn Express, located at 5171 Brecksville
Road, in Richfield, Ohio.
We are located on State Route 21 just off I-77 exit
146, north of the Ohio Turnpike (I-80) exit 173. The
Richfield Holiday Inn Express is located next to the
Pilot Truck Stop.

•

GOD’S SIMPLE PLAN OF SALVATION
WHO IS GOOD? “As it is written, There is none
righteous, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10)
WHO HAS SINNED? “For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)
WHERE DID SIN COME FROM? “Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned.” (Romans 5:12)
WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN? “For the wages of
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
WHAT IS OUR HOPE? “But God commended His love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” (Romans 5:8)
WHAT SHOULD WE DO? “That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” (Romans 10:13)

