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What is truth?
By Pastor Alfred B. Davis

In John 18:28-40, after being betrayed and
taken before the High Priest, Jesus is led from
Caiaphas unto the Hall of Judgment to be questioned by Pilate before being crucified. During
the inquest Pilate asks Jesus, “Art thou the King
of the Jews? …what hast thou done?” Jesus
answers, in verse 37, “Thou sayest that I am a
king. To this end was I born, and for this cause
came I into the world, that I should bear witness
unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth
heareth my voice.” Pilot responds, “What is
truth?”
Indeed, what is truth?
For thousands of years truth was considered
something that is objective and verifiable. It may
be something as objective and verifiable as
1+1=2. For instance, if I pick an apple from the
tree and put it in a basket and then pick another
apple and put it in the basket as well, I can look
into the basket and count one, two apples. Since
the numbers are not subjective but objective, I
can verify that 1+1=2. The number of apples in
the basket does not depend on how many apples
I feel like I picked or wish that I picked, it
depends on how many I actually picked. That is
an objective and verifiable truth.
In addition, truth is knowable and experiential. For instance, if someone tells me not to put
my hand on a hot stove because it will burn, I
can say that I don’t believe that is true, that it is
just your opinion, and put my hand on a hot
stove. When I do, I will experience a burning
sensation in my hand that will, hopefully, quickly change my opinion and help me to determine
that what you said about putting my hand on a
hot stove is indeed true. I now know it is true
because I have experientially proved it to be true.
That is a knowable and experiential truth.
Truth is also self-evident. The universe, for
example, exists. We know that the universe
exists because we exist. If the universe did not
exist then we would not exist. No universe, no
us. That is a self-evident truth.

Another aspect of truth is that it is logical; it
makes sense. Consider the following statement:
“Truth does not exist.” The problem with that
statement is that it does not make sense. If the
statement were true then it would not be true
because it purports to be a truth, which, if true,
would mean that the statement violates its own
assertion that truth does not exist. “Truth exists,”
however, is a logical statement. It makes sense. If
the statement is true then truth exists and the
statement is true. That is a logical truth.
(Continued on page 2)
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A Fire in my Heart

“My grandfather was a headhunter. But by
God’s grace, today I am a heart-hunter.”
Rochunga Pudaite (1927-2015)
Determined to see more of the village
won for Christ, little Ro set out and began
witnessing to the renowned ‘wild’ people of
the Teisieng village in Manipur, India. With a
heart full of prayer and fierce determination, Ro went to the first home. The man
wanted nothing to do with the ‘dead man
Jesus’. Most Christians would have walked
away downhearted, but a little boy with a
fire in his heart was not so easily deterred.
He marched to the next house; his hands
clenched in determination. Around a fire,
three men sat, and to Ro, they were like
three giants needing to be felled. Standing
silent for a moment, he gathered his courage and asked permission to proclaim the
name of Jesus. “WHERE IS MY DAO?” a man
shouted as he sprang to his feet.
Ro’s eyes widened as he realized what
was happening. A dao was a knife used by
mountain people for generations for many
things, but one use was head hunting. Ro
turned and ran out of the house and down
the road. He heard someone calling to him
asking him to wait, but he dared not stop,
lest he be killed. But his short legs were no

match for a grown man and he was soon
overtaken. “Someone from another village
has been coming around and telling me
about Jesus, and I wish to hear more. Come
with me and tell me about Jesus,” the man
begged him.
Ro feared this was some sort of trap, but
he trusted that the Lord would go with him.
For an hour he spoke the name of Jesus to
the man, who eventually said these words,
“I want to give my name to Jesus.” Ro knew
that this was the real thing; the man was
giving himself completely to the Lord. He
was the first Christian, the first follower of
Jesus, in this so-called wild village.
Rochunga’s heart was filled with joy and
rejoicing. He had led his first soul to the
Lord.
God took this young man with a heart
for the Hmar people of India and used him
to translate the Bible into their language.
Rochunga Pudaite came from a village of
former headhunters and let the Lord use
him in a way that no one thought possible.
God is a God of extremes; He can use the
least of the least for His honor and glory.
“Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it
is that shall tread down our enemies.”
—Psalm 60:12
(For further information about Rochunga’s story, read God’s Tribesman by
James and Marti Hefley. Watch Beyond the
Next Mountain, a film about Rochunga on
YouTube.)

https://baptisttranslators.com/
a-fire-in-my-heart/
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These aspects of truth are indicated
by the origins of the word. According to
the Online Etymology Dictionary
(https://www.etymonline.com/),
our
English word, truth, comes from the Old
English words triewð (West Saxon) and
treowð (Mercian), meaning "faith, faithfulness, fidelity, loyalty; veracity, quality of being true; pledge, covenant".
They, in turn, are from the Germanic
word
treuwitho and the ProtoGermanic word treuwaz, meaning
"having or characterized by good faith".
Unfortunately, truth is under attack
today. Truth is being redefined as a construct of not just society but of various
minority and identity groups. No longer
fixed to actual facts and reality, truth is
now considered fluid, subjective, and an
expression of group identity, sensitivities, and opinions.
For instance, Danish philosopher
Søren Kierkegaard once stated:
“Truth always rests with the
minority, and the minority is
always stronger than the majority, because the minority is generally formed by those who really
have an opinion, while the
strength of a majority is illusory,
formed by the gangs who have no
opinion—and who, therefore, in
the next instant (when it is evident that the minority is the
stronger) assume its opinion…
while truth again reverts to a new
minority.”
Now, to the philosophers, this is an
attractive definition of truth. It allows
them to opine, pontificate, and philosophize all kinds of intellectual, yet ultimately meaningless, arguments about
truth. To those who want to reject and
redefine truth, however, Kierkegaard’s
concept of truth allows them to deny
reality and develop a worldview based
on the fluid, subjective expressions of
group identity, sensitivities, and opinion.
Or, to put it another way, it allows them
to reject reality (actual truth) with fantasy (made up truth).
Rejection of reality is a hallmark of
postmodernism. In fact, Gene Edward
Veith, Jr., wrote in Postmodern times : a
Christian guide to contemporary thought
and culture (1994):
“In postmodernism, the intellect
is replaced by will, reason by
emotion, and morality by relativism. Reality is nothing more than
a social construct; truth equals
power. Your identity comes from
a group. Postmodernism is char(Continued on page 4)
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"No people can be truly happy,
though under the greatest enjoyments of civil liberties, if abridged of
the Freedom of their Conscience as
to their Religious Profession and
Worship."
—William Penn (1701)
“Liberals hate religion because politics is a religion substitute for liberals
and they can’t stand the competition.”
—Ann Coulter
“Unlimited tolerance must lead to the
disappearance of tolerance. If we
extend unlimited tolerance even to
those who are intolerant, if we are
not prepared to defend a tolerant
society against the onslaught of the
intolerant, then the tolerant will be
destroyed, and tolerance with them.”
—Karl Popper
“Men, in a word, must necessarily be
controlled either by a power within
them, or a power without them; either by the Word of God, or by the
strong arm of man; either by the
Bible or by the bayonet.”
—Robert Jones Winthrop (1849)
“No country that denies religious
freedom can ever rightly claim to be
good in some other way.”
—Mike Pompeo
“[Critical Race Theory] is just
warmed-over Marxism. It is being
pushed by leftist professors trying to
breathe new life into their failed philosophy. University campuses have
long been breeding grounds for leftist looniness, but CRT is the nuttiest
idea to come out of the academy in
decades. The failure of Marxism in
the former Soviet Union, Cuba, Cambodia and, more recently, Venezuela,
forced leftists on university campuses
to revise their theory. Whereas Marx
tried to stir up class warfare, CRT
proponents try to incite racial polarization.”
—Oliver North and David Goetsch
“Weird to think there are a bunch of
people celebrating because the government has given them permission
to do what the rest of us never
stopped doing for the last year and a
half. They legitimately believe the
CDC gives them their rights.”
—Candace Owens
“To achieve world government, it is
necessary to remove from the minds
of men, their individualism, loyalty to
family traditions, national patriotism
and religious dogmas.”
—Dr. G. Brock Chisolm (1896-1971)

Speaking Out at the Statehouse
There is a move afoot in Ohio to
remove the teaching of America's
founding documents.
Pastor Davis joined with several
other conservative and faith leaders
from across the state to give testimony in opposition to House Bill 73
before the House Primary and Secondary Education Commission on
Tuesday, May 18. By representing
our church in Columbus, Pastor Davis has given our church, as small as it is, an opportunity to have a much greater influence on state legislation that directly affects our
freedom than you might normally expect. (You can read his testimony on page 4.)
Currently, Ohio law mandates teaching 1/2 credit hour of American History and 1/2
credit hour of American Government with mandatory testing. Included in this instruction schools are required to cover The Declaration of Independence, The United States
Constitution, The Northwest Ordinance, The Ohio Constitution, The Federalist Papers,
and the Ant-Federalist Papers. Ohio House Bill 73 would remove the mandatory
testing. The bill itself does not remove the teaching, but by removing the testing requirement, it will deemphasize the teaching of America's founding documents.
Consequently, teachers pressed for time will lessen the time they spend on these
documents in favor of more pressing matters. Leftist teacher's unions understand this.
They want to take the time devoted to the great ideas encapsulated in America's
founding documents and replace it with the socialist/Marxist indoctrination found in
the 1619 Project, Critical Race Theory, and other leftist, "woke" curriculum. Removing
the testing mandate, via HB 73, is just a stepping stone to removing the teaching of
America's founding documents and replacing them with revisionist, socialist propaganda. Besides, it is hard to teach students that the Revolutionary War was fought to perpetuate slavery in America when they find out that the same people who fought in the
War insisted that the Northwest Ordinance, which was written at the same time as the
U.S. Constitution, would ban slavery in the Northwest Territories.
Now is the time for Ohioans to stand up against the left and contact your State
Representative and tell him or her that you oppose Ohio House Bill 73. On Tuesday,
May 18, I joined with a number of other concerned citizens to speak against HB 73 at
the Ohio Primary and Secondary Education Committee hearing. During the hearing, a
number of representatives remarked that they were getting numerous phone calls
about HB 73. Several actually complained about it. So, don't give up, you are being
heard! 

For the Record
The Palestinians rejected a state of their own
five times:
Rejection No. 1: In 1937, the British Peel
Commission offered the Arabs 80% of the
geographical area known as Palestine. The
Jews were offered 20%. The Arabs rejected it.
Rejection No. 2: In 1947, the Arabs rejected
the United Nations partition plan.
Rejection No. 3: In 1967, in the course of defeating the attempt by Egypt, Syria
and Jordan to destroy Israel, Israel conquered the West Bank from Jordan, Gaza
from Egypt and the Golan Heights from Syria. Most Israelis had no interest in retaining Gaza or almost any part of the West Bank except for East Jerusalem, the Jewish
city in which Jews have lived for 3,000 years, from 1,400 years before Muhammad
(Continued on page 4)
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trappings of one. It has a core set of
What is truth?
beliefs that you cannot question and
(Continued from page 2)

acterized by fragmentation, indeterminacy, and a distrust of all
universalizing (worldviews) and
power structures (the establishment). It is a worldview that denies
all worldviews (“stories”). In a
nutshell, postmodernism says there
are no universal truths valid for
all people. Instead, individuals are
locked into the limited perspective
of their own race, gender or ethnic
group. It is Nietzsche in full
bloom.”
The postmodern view of reality and
truth has paved the way for the rise of
woke-ism. Woke-ism rejects reason, logic, and objective truth for
emotion, identity, and
subjective opinion for a
new worldview based on
the enlightened teachings
of the group. The group,
in this case, being the
enlightened postmodern
progressives who have
freed themselves from
the chains of traditional
values and objective reality. Being woke means,
according to the New
Discourses
Commentary
(https://
newdiscourses.com/tftw-woke-wokeness/):
“… having awakened to having a
particular type of ‘critical consciousness,’ as these are understood within Critical Social Justice. To first approximation,
being woke means viewing society
through various critical lenses, as
defined by various critical theories
bent in service of an ideology most
people currently call ‘Social Justice.’ That is, being woke means
having taken on the worldview of
Critical Social Justice, which sees
the world only in terms of unjust
power dynamics and the need to
dismantle problematic systems.
That is, it means having adopted
Theory and the worldview it conceptualizes.”
Oh, and if you do not understand the
leftist jargon in that statement, then you
are not woke.
Woke-ism is fast becoming the religion of the Left. Tripp Parker in his article, The New Religion Of The Woke Left
Is A Faith Without Atonement (https://
thefederalist.com/2020/06/30/new-religionwoke-left-faith-without-atonement/), wrote:

“So, how is the Woke Left similar
to a religion? Well, even without a
supernatural element, it has all the

remain in the tribe with myths that
aren’t subjected to normal academic scrutiny (the 1619 Project); it
has sacred texts (White Fragility),
its idea of original sin (being born
white
and/or
male),
rituals
(including self-flagellation), symbols, heretics (hello, JK Rowling),
and de facto priests and prophets to
enlighten and then initiate us into
this new religion. All will be shown
a new way of viewing everything
about the world, and we must adopt
this without caveats or questions.”
Dissent is not allowed. Questioning and
free thinking is heretical. Blind faith and
absolute adherence to woke-ness is
demanded.
Of course, the ultimate
problem with woke-ism is
not merely its rejection of
objective reality and traditional values for the fantasy
worldview of the progressive, postmodern Left. It is
the rejection of biblical truth
and the Judeo-Christian
worldview for humanistic
philosophy
and
mancentered ideology. It makes
man, or rather the group, the
sole arbitrator of truth, rather than God and
His Word. Consequently, it is a rejection of
God Himself.
Consider, then, what the Bible has to
say about truth. In John 14:6, Jesus says,
“…I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” If
we believe that Jesus is God manifest in
the flesh, as the Bible claims, then this
must be a true statement because the Bible
also says, in Titus 1:2, “In hope of eternal
life, which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began”.
So, if Jesus Christ’s claim to be “truth”
in John 14:6 is true, then it follows that His
words are true. This logical, reasonable
conclusion is actually stated in John 17:17,
where Jesus says, “Sanctify them through
thy truth: thy word is truth.” Which brings
up another kind of truth: revealed truth.
Revealed truth is found in the words of
the God who cannot lie. These words of
truth, given by inspiration of God (2 Timothy 3:16) and preserved by the Lord Himself (Psalm 12:6-7) are sure words (2 Peter
1:19). They constitute the Word of God,
otherwise known as the Bible; the “word of
truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).
The Word of God is also described as
the word of life in Philippians 2:16 and
elsewhere in the Scriptures. As such it has
another unique characteristic that separates
(Continued on page 5)

“There are many vile diseases out
there that can kill you, and the price
we have exacted from the healthy to
protect the sick, uniquely from this ailment, is out of all proportion, and it
need not have been so. So no, selfcongratulating leaders, you have not
‘kept us safe.’ You have destroyed
thousands of businesses, families, lives,
and futures. You have cheated people
of the highlights of human existence,
the moments of shared joy and sorrows, weddings, births, anniversaries,
farewells and funerals that mark our
journey through life. You have place
unimaginable burdens of debt and despair on future generations, and crafted
a dangerous template for all the idiots
who follow you. And to use your own
arrogant formulation, I make no apology for saying that.”
—Steve Watterson
The Australian, 26 Feb 21

For the Record
(Continued from page 3)

was born. The Palestinians, as the Arabs
of Palestine came to be known, and all
the Arab states rejected partition and
peace.
Rejection No. 4: In 2000, at Camp
David, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak
offered Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
a Palestinian state in all of Gaza and
94% of the West Bank with East Jerusalem as its capital. But Arafat rejected the
offer. In the words of U.S. President Bill
Clinton, Arafat was ‘here 14 days and
said no to everything.’
Rejection No. 5: In 2008, Israel tried
again. Prime Minister Ehud Olmert went
even further than Ehud Barak had,
expanding the peace offer to include
additional land to sweeten the deal. The
Palestinians said no, again.
The reason for all these Palestinian/
Arab rejections of a state of their own
was that it meant a Jewish state in the
Middle East still existed.
—Dennis Prager
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Opponent Testimony on House Bill 73 Before the Ohio House
Primary and Secondary Education Committee on 16 May 2021

What is truth?
(Continued from page 4)

it from the words of men. It brings life,
eternal life, to those who heed its truths.
In fact, Peter said to Jesus in John 6:68,
“…Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast
the words of eternal life.” He later wrote
in 1 Peter 1:23, “Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever.”
Rejection of truth, God’s truth,
brought humanity into the bondage of sin
and death. God revealed His truth to
Adam in the Garden of Eden when He
told Adam not to eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. Nevertheless, after Satan beguiled Eve into eating
the forbidden fruit, Adam rejected the
objective reality of God’s words for his
own subjective thoughts and emotions.
The result? “Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned (Romans 5:12)”.
Thankfully, God in His mercy devised
a plan to redeem fallen man. That plan is
found in the revealed truth of the Word of
God. After all, Jesus Himself said in John
5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them
ye think ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me.”
So, rather than following the progressive, postmodern, leftist, woke path of the
world in rejecting truth, especially the
truth of God’s Word, let me encourage
you with the words of the Lord:
• “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye
in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye
shall find rest for your souls…
( Jeremiah 6:16)”
• “To the law and to the testimony:
if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no
light in them. (Isaiah 8:20)”
• “Prove all things; hold fast that
which is good. (1 Thessalonians
5:21)”
• “…If ye continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed;
And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.
(John 8:31-32)”


Good afternoon Chairwoman Manning,
Vice-Chair Bird, Ranking Member Robinson,
and Committee Members. My name is
Alfred Davis. I am the pastor of the Bible
Baptist Church in Richfield, Ohio, and a
board member of the Ohio Christian Alliance. Thank you for the opportunity to give
testimony in opposition of House Bill 73,
Regards educational testing, assessment,
and retention.
Our Founding Fathers were very concerned about the prospect of future generations losing sight of the reasons for which
they broke away from England in order to
form a new and independent country. They
believed strongly that knowledge and
understanding of our history is vitally important to the preservation of a free and
self-governing Republic. Thomas Jefferson,
for example, in a letter to William Charles
Jarvis, September 28, 1820, said:
"I know no safe depository of the
ultimate powers of the society but
the people themselves;
and if we think them
not
enlightened
enough to exercise
their control with a
wholesome discretion,
the remedy is not to
take it from them, but
to inform their discretion by education. This
is the true corrective of
abuses of constitutional power."
Currently, thanks to the passage of Senate Bill 165, the Founding of America Documents Curriculum, in the 129th General
Assembly in 2012, Ohio public schools are
required to educate and test students in
grades 8-12 regarding the history and
importance of our Founding Documents,
namely The U.S. Constitution, The Bill of
Rights, The Northwest Ordinance, The Declaration of Independence, The Ohio Constitution, the Federalist Papers, and the AntiFederalist Papers.
Knowledge and understanding of these
foundational documents are essential to
build future generations of Ohioans who
are properly prepared and able to function
as free citizens, citizens who can safeguard
the freedoms and rights secured for us by

the Founding Fathers, citizens that
understand who we are and what our
country stands for. After all, as historian
David McCullough observed, "History is
who we are and why we are the way we
are."
House Bill 73 may have good intentions, but it will undo the good that Senate Bill 165 has done. Thanks to the curriculum and testing mandated by Senate
Bill 165, Ohio high school students have,
in recent years, achieved higher proficiency test rates in American History and
American Government than their counterparts in other states. However, by
eliminating the end-of-course exams for
American Government and American
History, House Bill 73 has the potential
to reverse these successes by reducing
the amount of time spent in the classroom teaching Ohio's students the
importance of the great ideas and values
that our founding documents encapsulate. Without the
testing
requirements,
teachers
pressed for time will
gradually limit and
possibly even eliminate the teaching of
these important documents. Keeping the
testing requirements
will help to ensure
that teachers spend
the time necessary
to ensure that Ohio's students are
properly educated and prepared to function as free citizens and transmit these
important ideas and values to future
generations.
Therefore, I respectfully urge the
Members of the Ohio House Primary and
Secondary Education Committee to
defeat House Bill 73, Regards educational testing, assessment, and retention, to
ensure that Ohio's students continue to
be taught the value of our country and
state's founding documents.
Thank you for your time. I am happy
to answer any questions from the Committee.
Pastor Alfred B. Davis
Richfield Bible Baptist Church

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD;
and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. (Psalms 33:12)
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LOCATION OF THE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH:
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The Bible Baptist Church meets at the Richfield
Holiday Inn Express, located at 5171 Brecksville
Road, in Richfield, Ohio.
We are located on State Route 21 just off I-77 exit
146, north of the Ohio Turnpike (I-80) exit 173. The
Richfield Holiday Inn Express is located next to the
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GOD’S SIMPLE PLAN OF SALVATION
WHO IS GOOD? “As it is written, There is none
righteous, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10)
WHO HAS SINNED? “For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)

WHERE DID SIN COME FROM? “Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned.” (Romans 5:12)
WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN? “For the wages of
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
WHAT IS OUR HOPE? “But God commended His love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” (Romans 5:8)
WHAT SHOULD WE DO? “That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” (Romans 10:13)

