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For a Piece of Bread
By Pastor Alfred B. Davis

One of the worst famines in Ethiopia’s history
devastated the country in the 1980’s, resulting in
an estimated 300,000 to 1.2 million deaths and
the relocation of some 2.5 million people. Generally, the famine is attributed to drought and civil
unrest in the early 1980’s. However, lesserknown causes, such as the enforced collectivization of farms and relocation of entire populations
of some areas by the communist government
greatly exacerbated the death toll.
In 1974 Mengistu Haile Mariam, Chairman of
the Ethiopian Armed Forces Coordinating Committee (the Dergue), became the Vice-Chairman
of the ruling Provisional Military Administrative
Council (PMAC). Later that year, in November,
Mengistu ordered the assassination of the
PMAC’s moderate Chairman and urged his loyalists to kill some 60 Ethiopian aristocrats and
government officials, as well as suspected enemies within the ranks of the PMAC and the
Dergue. In doing so, Mengistu became the de
facto strongman of the regime, and helped
orchestrate the nationalization of Ethiopia’s industries and farmlands. By 1977 a battle between
Mengistu’s supporters and rivals on the PMAC
resulted in the death of the PMAC Chairman and
others, allowing Mengistu to become both the
Chairman of the PMAC and the Ethiopian Head

of State. In 1984 he established the communist
Workers’ Party of Ethiopia and further aligned
Ethiopia with the USSR.
Armed rebellion against Mengistu and the government, especially in the northern regions of
Tigray and Eritrea (now an independent country)
led to increasingly harsh and violent treatment of
the civilian population by the Ethiopian military
as Mengistu increasingly used the ongoing famine to subdue opposition to his communist programs and goals. He removed people from their
lands, relocating them and forcing them into refugee camps, where food, or the lack thereof, was
used to force submission and compliance.
Meanwhile, as the world at large was becoming
more aware of the tragedy unfolding in Ethiopia,
various countries, along with international aid
organizations and charitable groups, began
efforts to provide relief to famine-stricken Ethiopia. Millions of dollars were raised. Tons of food
and grain was shipped. And the people of Ethiopia continued to starve.
Why?
Well, having had a unique opportunity to
observe the situation from my vantage point in
England where I was stationed at the time with
the U.S. Air Force, let me share a few insights.
One, much of the money raised was given to the
(Continued on page 2)
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The Heart of Missions
[From The Baptist Argus, 1900]

The modern missionary movement is no
longer an experiment. The work of the consecrated cobbler, William Carey, has at last
enlisted the sympathies of the civilized
world. As the work of Paul the tent-maker
gradually ramified the Roman Empire, so the
work of Carey has gone on till every nation
on earth has felt the momentum of this enterprise. Now, after a little over a century of
organized effort, the mere roll-call of societies engaged in this great work, with the
results, is absolutely staggering. The very
world is being transformed before our eyes.
Witness the
work at Tahiti,
South Seas, Sierra
Leone,
Hawaii,
New
Zealand,
Burma and the
Karens, Madagascar, Fiji Islands,
New
Hebrides,
Formosa, Telugus, Japan, China,
and Africa, not to
mention
many
other parts of the world that have been
quickened into life in this century. If the author of Hebrews were making a list of heroes
of faith now, he could add many from mission annals. How these names should stir
our blood and revive our faith. They come
trooping past, Carey and Judson, Livingston
and Moffatt, Duff and Yates, Williams and
Paton. "And what shall I more say?"
The whole world has stood in respectful
attention while some of the mightiest men
of earth, men who have given their lives to

work in heathen lands, have counselled together for advance work on the strongholds
of darkness. This august and triumphant
assemblage of mission workers is in sharp
contrast to the Congress of Religions at Chicago during the World's Fair. That was to
parley with the foe and to scatter the forces.
This is to close up the ranks with a "forward,
march."
It is not without significance that President McKinley, ex-President Harrison, Governor Roosevelt, ex-Governor Northen, and
others prominent in national affairs, were
leaders at the
Ecumenical Conference. The dignity of the Missionary enterprise
is commensurate
with the gifts of
the greatest and
highest of earth.
It is no wonder
that even Mr.
Darwin became a
contributor
to
missions when he saw what had been
wrought in the isles of the sea.
President A. H. Strong struck the keynote
of the missionary idea when he said that
missions is Christ. It is the presence of Christ
upon the hearts of men that compels missionary effort. Jesus himself has loomed in
larger stature before the modern world. He
has made hearts burn as he walked beside
his disciples. Christianity is Christ. Missions is
taking Christ to men. This is the heart of the
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communist government of Ethiopia
where it lined the pockets of Mengistu
and his cronies and helped support the
military and enable its repressive actions
against the citizens of Ethiopia. Two,
much of the grain that was sent to Ethiopia was not allowed to be unloaded at
the docks, while that which was unloaded was subjected to excessive docking
and unloading fees. Third, much of the
grain that was unloaded was left sitting
in warehouses where it either spoiled or
was sent to feed the military. And fourth,
the small amount that eventually did
make it to the people mostly went to
those who were willing to prostrate
themselves before Mengistu and his
communist Workers’ Party for a piece of
bread.
Sadly, many of those raising money to
feed Ethiopia knew where the money
and food was going. They knew that it
was propping up the communist regime
and that very little was actually getting
to the starving masses. Nevertheless,
they continued their fund-raising efforts,
exploiting the famine as much for their
own purposes as Mengistu and the
Workers’ Party of Ethiopia did for
theirs. Consequently, to this day I still
cringe when I hear “Do They Know It’s
Christmas?” or “We Are the World.”
Writing in Commentary magazine’s
April 1986 issue (https://www.commen
tary.org/articles/arch-puddington-2/ethiopiathe-communist-uses-of-famine/), Arch Pud-

dington observed:
“Ethiopia has suffered not so
much a natural catastrophe as a
deliberate state-sponsored atrocity, with nature providing the
authorities with the means to
break the rural society's resistance to radical change. Thus
the parallels which can be
applied to Ethiopia are less with
Africa than with previous
instances of totalitarian agrarian
extremism: the Khmer Rouge in
Cambodia; China during the
Great Leap Forward; the
Ukrainian famine of the early
1930's.”
In other words, Mengistu was following the example of Pol Pot, Mao, and
Stalin of using famine to repress his enemies and control the people. However,
the communists were not the first to use
food to control the masses. This is a
technique that has been used by despots,
dictators, and strongmen for thousands

(Continued on page 4)
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“One of the painful signs of dumbeddown education is how many people are
unable to make a coherent argument.
They can vent their emotions, question
other people’s motives, make bold assertions, repeat slogans—anything except
reason.”
—Dr. Thomas Sowell
“The law is the organization of the natural right...of lawful defense: it is the substitution of collective for individual forces, for the purpose of acting in the
sphere in which they have a right to act,
of doing what they have a right to do, to
secure persons, liberties, and properties,
and to maintain each in its right, so as to
cause justice to reign over all.”
—Frederic Bastiat
“And remember, that however learnedly
or eloquently you may discourse, your
ministry will be comparatively powerless,
unless it is associated with a holy and
prudent life. Splendid talents have frequently been useless, because they were
not sustained by piety and circumspection.” —American Baptist Magazine, 1830
“The big lie the Leftmedia is spinning
behind all the hand-wringing over Christian Nationalism is the belief that a Christian’s faith should not be allowed to inform and influence his political views.
But the truth is everyone’s vote is influenced by what they believe to be true.
An atheist will vote according to his
belief that there is no God just as much
as a Christian will vote according to his
views about God and what pleases Him.”
—Thomas Gallatin
“Stop taking our children to drag shows
and start taking them to church. ”
—Congresswoman Mayra Flores
“Reminder that in 1969 Planned
Parenthood produced a memo recommending strategies for population control. These include ‘restructuring the
family,’ encouragement of increased
homosexuality, tax funded abortion, and
sterilization. They then went on and
implemented all of these.” —Matt Walsh

“Be on guard against tampering with the
word. For a scholarly attempt at hidden
meanings. And beware of the confusion
caused by the senseless rash of new
revisions, translations, editions and improvements upon the tested and tried
Bible of our fathers and forefathers.”
—M. R. DeHaan
“The Bible is the only Book in the world
that can tell you with any authority, why
you are here, where you came from, and
where you are going when you leave this
earth. It is the only Book that can tell
you with any authority, how to get
saved.”
—Dr. Bruce D. Cummons
“God holds the reins. He is using this
present world system for His eternal
purpose, and it will be finished exactly
when God decides, to be replaced by
Christ’s kingdom.”
—David Cloud

Final Radio Ad
Our 10 week ad series on 1420 WHK came to an end on October 28. Although
we have not elected to continue them, we are thankful for the opportunity to do
them. They have garnered a great deal of attention and some have even been
replayed on other programs as well as being posted on a variety of social media
sites.
One final radio ad was produced in time to run for the last couple of weeks:
Ad #7
Drag queen story hours in our schools and churches, gender dysphoric
men dominating women’s sports, violence and anarchy taking over our
streets. All encouraged and promoted by politicians, school boards,
teacher’s unions, even churches.
America is spiraling into an abyss of spiritual darkness and moral insanity.
Now, more than ever, God’s people need to shine forth as beacons of
truth
in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation.
But what if they won’t heed the light?
Well, as President Reagan used to say, “When you can’t make them see
the light, make them feel the heat!”
Unfortunately, many churches have abandoned the Word of God for the
philosophies of men and their light has gone out. The fire has gone out in
their pulpits, and they’ve become lukewarm; neither cold nor hot. They
need to repent and turn back to God.
This is Pastor Al Davis of the Richfield Bible Baptist Church, host of Live
with Pastor Al on 1220 the Word.
Don’t hide your light! Light a fire! Stand up, speak out, vote, and make
them feel the heat!

Sunday Night Radio Program Gains an Hour
Our Sunday night radio program, Late Night Live with Pastor Al, will be gaining
an hour in November. For many years we have been on every Sunday night from
11:00 PM to midnight. Starting on November 13, we will now be on from 10:00
PM to midnight.
Due to program changes at 1220 WHKW we
found out that there was
a possibility that the
10:00 hour might become available. When
we asked about it, we
were told that it was a
remote possibility but,
should it become available, they would let us
know. A week or so later it did become available and was offered to us.
One option that we had was to simply move up our 11:00 program to 10:00 and
keep it at just an hour. The problem there, however, is that the 11:00 program is
simulcast in Tampa, Florida, which currently has a live program there in the 10:00
hour. That would mean broadcasting a recorded program there at 11:00. That
would also mean putting disclaimers on the program to let listeners in Florida
know that Late Night Live is not really live, despite the name, and that the phone
numbers given during the program were not really open for calls even though we
say so throughout the program. Consequently, we opted to keep the 11:00 hour
and add the 10:00 hour. That way, we will begin the program in Cleveland at
10:00 and welcome our Tampa listeners at 11:00.
Hopefully, starting an hour earlier will bring us more listeners and callers. In
fact, many times we hear from people that they enjoy the program but it is just
too late for them to stay up. We have even had people who have said that they
wanted to call in about something but fell asleep waiting for the program to come
on and missed it. (Apparently, not everyone is a night owl!)
In addition to more listeners and callers, adding an extra hour will allow us to
discuss more issues and welcome more special guests to the program. After all,
there have been many times where we simply have run out of time when dealing
with some issue or question and have not been able to address other things. Also,
some guests that we would like to have had on in the past were unable to join us
due to the hour.
So, please be sure to pray for us as we expand our program. There a number of
challenges ahead, not the least of which is an additional $140.00 a week, but we
are confident that, with the Lord’s help, we will overcome and persevere for the
glory of God! 
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For a Piece of Bread
(Continued from page 2)

of years. But they did not invent it, it
is found in the Bible.
Let’s look at an interesting account
of an extremely severe famine recorded in the Book of Genesis. Chapter 41 tells us how God enabled
Joseph to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams
as a warning that there would soon
be seven years of plenty followed by
seven years of famine. Upon hearing
Joseph’s interpretation and advice,
Pharaoh appointed Joseph as ruler of
all Egypt, second only to Pharaoh,
and committed all preparation for the
coming famine into his hands.
As the famine took hold and people
began to feel its effects, we see that they
were soon willing to spend whatever they
had to in order to feed themselves and
their families. The Bible tells us in Genesis 47:13-14:
“And there was no bread in all the
land; for the famine was very sore,
so that the land of Egypt and all
the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine. And Joseph
gathered up all the money that was
found in the land of Egypt, and in
the land of Canaan, for the corn
which they bought: and Joseph
brought the money into Pharaoh's
house.”
As the famine continues and the money
fails, we read in verses 15-17:
“And when money failed in the
land of Egypt, and in the land of
Canaan, all the Egyptians came
unto Joseph, and said, Give us
bread: for why should we die in
thy presence? for the money
faileth. And Joseph said, Give your
cattle; and I will give you for your
cattle, if money fail. And they
brought their cattle unto Joseph:
and Joseph gave them bread in
exchange for horses, and for the
flocks, and for the cattle of the
herds, and for the asses: and he
fed them with bread for all their
cattle for that year.”
Still later in the famine, bereft of money
and cattle, we find them willing, in versus
18-20 to sell both themselves and their
lands for bread:
“When that year was ended, they
came unto him the second year,
and said unto him, We will not
hide it from my lord, how that our
money is spent; my lord also hath
our herds of cattle; there is not
ought left in the sight of my lord,
but our bodies, and our lands:

Wherefore shall we die before thine
eyes, both we and our land? buy us
and our land for bread, and we and
our land will be servants unto
Pharaoh: and give us seed, that we
may live, and not die, that the land
be not desolate. And Joseph bought
all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh;
for the Egyptians sold every man
his field, because the famine prevailed over them: so the land
became Pharaoh's.”
Joseph even instituted resettlement programs in verse 21:
“And as for the people, he removed
them to cities from one end of the
borders of Egypt even to the other
end thereof.”
And, in a fashion uncomfortably similar
to the globalist World Economic Forum
founder Klaus Schwab’s comment regarding the Great Reset, “You will own nothing and be happy,” we read in verse 25:
“And they said, Thou hast saved
our lives: let us find grace in the
sight of my lord, and we will be
Pharaoh's servants.”
We see this pattern repeated down
through history. The use of a crisis such as
a famine or simply food shortages and
societal unrest to progressively deprive the
populace of their money, means of production, property, and, ultimately, themselves.
Add in resettlement to break up communities and family connections and you have
the makings of a totalitarian state and a
dictator. All for a piece of bread.
Of course, some would object and say
that Joseph was not a despot. He was a
godly man who had the needs and wellbeing of the Egyptian people in mind. However, it must be pointed out that, while he
was a benevolent ruler, he was an absolute
ruler, second only to Pharaoh. He was, in
effect, a dictator, albeit a benevolent one.
Unfortunately, not all dictators are as
(Continued on page 5)

THE FIRST
PILGRIM
THANKSGIVING
OF 1621
Among the more than one hundred aboard
the Pilgrim’s ship, the Mayflower, the
majority were devout Christians. These
“Separatists” had departed the corruption
gripping the Church of England and set sail
for the New World. They hoped to construct a new life and worship the Lord in
the way they believed the Scriptures taught.
Before landing the company of “saints
and strangers” deliberated how they would
maintain law and order among themselves
and entered into a “covenant” agreement,
The Mayflower Compact.
Those who went ashore “fell upon their
knees and blessed the God of heaven, who
had brought them over the fast and furious
ocean.” All safely landed on December 26,
1620. Trees were cut and a combination
Fort and Church Meeting House were constructed.
In the autumn of 1621 the Pilgrims gathered in their first harvest; 20 acres of corn
laid out by Squanto, poorer yields from
seven acres of English barley, wheat and
peas, pumpkins, wild honey, plums, and red
and white wild grapes.
The village now had seven completed
dwellings and the Pilgrims could look about
them with a gathering sense of security.
They set apart a time for thanksgiving.
Their Indian friends were invited and 990
of them arrived with Massasoit. They
brought deer and the Pilgrims furnished
seafood, geese, ducks, and wild turkey.
Rough tables were spread with the tempting
array of the Lord’s provisions. Elder
William Brewster led in prayer and the festivities, which lasted three days, involved
sports and contests and cemented ties of
friendship between the Wampanoags and
the Pilgrims.
— The Baptist Challenge

To respond to the
charges…
Firstly, YES, much of last
week’s sermon was lifted
from the Scriptures!
Secondly, NO, I do not
consider that plagiarism.
I consider that obedience!
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For a Piece of Bread
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benevolent and godly as Joseph was. In
fact, history has shown us that most are
quite the opposite.
The Bible warns us in 2 Timothy 3:1,
“that in the last days perilous times shall
come.” Jesus also warns in Luke 21 that
there will be “wars and commotions” (verse 9), “great earthquakes …
famines, and pestilences” (verse 11), and
“Men's hearts failing them for fear, and
for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth” (verse 26). During
that time, Satan will supply a man, known
in Scripture as the Beast or the Antichrist,
promising great things, with a small price
of course.
Notice what John records in Revelation
13:5:
“And there was given unto him a
mouth speaking great things and
blasphemies; and power was given
unto him to continue forty and two
months.”
This person is the coming king that
Daniel writes about in Daniel 11:36, saying:
“And the king shall do according
to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above
every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of
gods, and shall prosper till the
indignation be accomplished: for
that that is determined shall be
done.”
And all you will need to do is receive,
according to Revelation 13:16-17, a little
A Presidential Proclamation
The year that is drawing toward its close
has been filled with the blessings of fruitful
fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that
we are prone to forget the source from
which they come, others have been added,
which are of so extraordinary a nature that
they cannot fail to penetrate and soften the
heart which is habitually insensible to the
ever-watchful providence of Almighty God.
In the midst of a civil war of unequaled
magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign states to invite and
provoke their aggressions, peace has been
preserved with all nations, order has been
maintained, the laws have been respected
and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed
everywhere, except in the theater of military
conflict; while that theater has been greatly
contracted by the advancing armies and
navies of the Union.
Needful diversions of wealth and of
strength from the fields of peaceful industry
to the national defense have not arrested
the plow, the shuttle, or the ship; the ax has

The Heart of Missions

mark in your right hand, or forehead,
without which you will not be able to buy
or sell. Oh yeah, and there is just one other thing, 2 Thessalonians 2:5 says that he
will claim to be God and in Revelation
13:15 we read that his cheerleader, known
as the False Prophet, will “cause that as
many as would not worship the image of
the beast [king/Antichrist] should be
killed.”
But is that too great a price to pay for a
piece of bread? Not for some, but remember, God tells us in Revelation 14:9-11
what the ultimate price for that piece of
bread will be:
“And the third angel followed
them, saying with a loud voice, If
any man worship the beast and his
image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, The same
shall drink of the wine of the wrath
of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his
indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in
the presence of the holy angels,
and in the presence of the Lamb:
And the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever:
and they have no rest day nor
night, who worship the beast and
his
image,
and
whosoever
receiveth the mark of his name.”
Something to remember the next time
someone comes around during a crisis
promising a piece of bread.

(Continued from page 2)

mission problem. The throb of Jesus' love is
in this work.
As we sweep into the twentieth century,
a wonderful vista rises before us. We stand
upon the end of the ages. The achievements of the past century form so many
outposts all over the world for effective,
aggressive campaigning. Now, at last, the
Christian world can grapple with the centres
of heathenism. Japan is crying out for light.
It is a new Macedonian cry. A nation is
ready to fall into the light. Corea [sic] is
ready for the harvest. India is already deeply imbued with Christianity. Even Thibet has
opened her doors. And China, China at last
is reeling under the struggle between darkness and light. The time is ripe to storm the
citadel of Satan.
============
[From J. N. Prestridge, editor, The Baptist
Argus, May 10, 1900, p. 8, via Baylor U.
digital collection. Scanned and formatted by
Jim Duvall.]


enlarged the borders of our settlements,
and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of
the precious metals, have yielded even
more abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been made in the
camp, the siege, and the battlefield, and
the country, rejoicing in the consciousness
of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with
large increase of freedom.
No human counsel hath devised, nor hath
any mortal hand worked out these great
things. They are the gracious gifts of the
Most High God, who while dealing with us in
anger for our sins, hath nevertheless
remembered mercy.
It has seemed to me fit and proper that
they should be solemnly, reverently, and
gratefully acknowledged as with one heart
and one voice by the whole American people. I do, therefore, invite my fellow-citizens
in every part of the United States, and also
those who are at sea and those who are
sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and
observe the last Thursday of November next

as a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens. And I recommend to them that, while
offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him
for such singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence
for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender care all those
who have become widows, orphans,
mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable
civil strife in which we are unavoidably
engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the
wounds of the nation, and to restore it, as
soon as may be consistent with the Divine
purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace,
harmony, tranquility, and union.
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand and caused the seal of the United
Stated States to be affixed.
Done at the city of Washington, this third
day of October, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three,
and of the Independence of the United
States the eighty-eighth.
—Abraham Lincoln, October 3, 1863

(Romans 10:17 )
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The Bible Baptist Church meets in the Richfield
Commons Plaza at the corner of Wheatley
and Brecksville Roads, in Richfield, Ohio.
Our meeting location is at:
4174 Wheatley Rd., Suite 200
Richfield, Ohio 44286

•

GOD’S SIMPLE PLAN OF SALVATION
WHO IS GOOD? “As it is written, There is none
righteous, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10)
WHO HAS SINNED? “For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)
WHERE DID SIN COME FROM? “Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned.” (Romans 5:12)
WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN? “For the wages of
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
WHAT IS OUR HOPE? “But God commended His love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” (Romans 5:8)
WHAT SHOULD WE DO? “That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” (Romans 10:13)

