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That’'s a Very Long Day

By Pastor Alfred B. Davis

Recently, I saw a social media post as-
serting that the six days of the creation week
in Genesis chapter one were not literal 24-
hour days. Instead, the poster, a retired med-
ical Doctor and professed Christian apolo-
gist, argued that the individual days repre-
sented long periods of time, maybe even
billions of years. His argument was based on
God commanding Adam in Genesis 2:16-17
not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, warning that, if he did, “...in
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.”

To make his case, he contended that the
word day, translated from the Hebrew word
yom was considerably longer than 24 hours:

Adam did not physically die within a
literal 24-hour period after eating
from the tree. Instead, Genesis 5:5
clearly indicates he lived for over
900 years afterward. This strongly
suggests that in Genesis 2:17, ‘yom’
is used not to denote a literal 24-
hour day, but rather a more extend-

ed period or a specific ‘time’ or
‘era.’

The poster is a self-described Old Earth
Creationist. Old Earth Creationists believe
that the six days of creation in Genesis
chapter one actually cover a timespan of
billions of years. They believe the earth to
be about 4.6 billion years old and the uni-
verse nearly 13.8 billion years old. Young
Earth Creationists, on the other hand, be-
lieve the six days are actual 24-hour days
and that both the earth and the universe are
only six to ten thousand years old. Both,
however, claim to believe the Bible account
of creation is true and that God, either di-
rectly or indirectly, is responsible for the
origin of the earth, the universe, and life
itself.

Since Yom can refer to either, which
one is right?

First, let’s look at the order of God’s cre-
ative actions in on each of the six days giv-
Continued on page 2,
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Trust
By T.J.T.G.

Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends.

(John 15:13)
Greatest Love

Help us recount our great price at Thy loss

When Thy love toward sinners
was proved on the cross;

To thereby consider our love low as dust,

While Thine as most precious,
dear Lord of our trust.

I am the door: by me if any man enter in,

(Continued on page 5)|
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21 - Church Anniversary
Celebration

21-28 - Hope For America

OCTOBER 2025

at Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds

7 - Lighthouse Legal Seminar
13 - Columbus Day

any publication, individual,
organization, or ministry by the
Richfield Bible Baptist Church,
the Bible Baptist Beacon, or
Pastor Davis.




Bible Baptist Beacon — 2 |

Spotlights In
Baptist History

Indian Chief Makes Heap Big Talk
By T. J. Davis, Missionary to Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians

There is a noble Christian chief, a dea-
con of the First Arapaho Church out from
Watonga, Oklahoma. The regular Sunday
drew near for our meeting and the rains
had washed out the roads, filled the river
and carried away many bridges. I sent
word to the deacons to arrange some kind
of meeting for Sunday. They talked it over
and decided it was impossible to have
church on account of high waters. Chief
Hale said: "Come to my home and hold
meeting there; let as many come as can get

it said. As soon as I understood the
Bible I became a Christian. Since
then I have been trying as a chief to
lead my people in this good way. 1
had the 'flu' and was very sick. The
people thought I would die. I called
my wife to the bed and said to her:
'T want to live longer to help my
people. I want you to pray and then
1 will pray that I may get well. We
prayed each day and did all we
could to help. God let me live and 1

there."
On Sunday thirty-five came i
in. Chief Hale has a good five-
room house which the Govern- |
ment built for him with his own | |
money. The rooms are so ar- |
ranged as to make one large f‘
room. The pastor preached at
eleven o'clock. Then we had
dinner, picnic style, and the
afternoon meeting followed.
The afternoon was given
fully to the Indians. Hesse Bent,
my educated native assistant,
made a fine talk on the prodigal

feel I owe my life to Him.
Every day I pray for my tribe.
I pray for the missionaries. |
pray that weak Christians
may become strong. Often |
walk up on that high hill
| (pointing to what is known as
| the Red Hills. This is what we
might call a mesa. It is a not-
ed Indian ground. Over it and
around it a number of fierce

| by day). When I get to the top
I think of those savage bat-
tles. I look up and down the

son leaving home and his return, with a
fine application to the Indians concerning
their coming back to their Father, our dear
Lord. Chief Hale stood up; he is a good
speaker, tall, erect, with a well-shaped face
and high forehead, bright eyes and a smil-
ing face. He said:

The Indian is by nature religious

and wants to honor the Great Spirit.

0000000000000

We have not worshipped God right
many times because we did not
have the word of God. Many times
we had idol worship. We were not
educated. We had no missionaries
or Bibles. When I heard the Bible
preached by the missionaries God
put it into my heart that it was the
word of God and we ought to do as

valley and see the houses of my
tribe now living in peace. I think of
the schools that are educating our
children. I look up to the skies and
down to the earth. Then I kneel
down on the ground and pray to
God and pray to Jesus that my heart
may be kept good. Sometimes I pray
for an hour and shed tears because
1 feel God is hearing my prayer and
is with me. I pray him to keep my
heart soft; that I may love Him and
love my people. I am old now. 1
have no education. Many of the old
Indians do not have soft hearts, but
I'want to keep a soft heart. Let all of
us stand strong for Jesus.

(Continued on page 5)
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PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Roger & Tammy Tooley
Church Planting in England
(Currently on the Field)

John Yingling
General Director
Baptist International Outreach
Jefferson City, Tenessee

Mike & Debby Drust
Church Planting in Albania
(Currently on the Field)

Mt. Pisgah
Bible Printing Ministry
Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church
Oliver Springs, Tennessee

Jim Robideau

Ashtabula, Ohio
Jim & Emi Civale

in the Samoan Islands
(Currently in the USA)

That's a Very
Long Day

(Continued from page 1)

en in Genesis chapter one:
Day 1 - God creates time,
“In the beginning” (Genesis

1:1)
Day 1 - God creates “the
heaven” and “the

earth” (Genesis 1:1).

Day 1 - God creates light
and divides it from the dark-
ness and He calls the light
“Day” and the darkness
“Night” (Genesis 1:2-5).
Day 2 - God creates “a fir-
mament,” which He calls
“Heaven,” that divides “the
waters  from  the wa-
ters” (Genesis 1:6-8).

Day 2 - God separates the
dry land, which He calls
“Earth,” from the water,
which He calls
“Seas” (Genesis 1:9-10).
Day 3 - God creates plant
life (Genesis 1:11-12).

Day 4 - God creates the sun,
moon, and stars (Genesis
1:14-18).

Day 5 - God creates sea life,
including fish and whales,
and “every kind of winged
fowl,” meaning flying ani-
mals, including birds, bats,
and pterodactyls (Genesis
1:20-22).

Day 6 - God creates land
animals (Genesis 1:24-25).
Day 6 - God creates Adam
& Eve (Genesis 1:26-28).

Lighthouse Legal Ministries
at Lighthouse Baptist Church

Church Planting Assistance

0000000000000

Young Earth Creationists take the
Genesis account literally. They be-
lieve that God created everything in
the exact order and on the very days
given. They also believe that the
expression, “the evening and the
morning were the first day” indicates
that the Hebrew word, yom, is a 24-
hour day. This position follows
closely with the literal sense of the
text and requires no allegorizing or
spiritualizing of the text.

Most Old Earth Creationists gen-
erally take a much more liberal ap-
proach. Because they believe that
the days of the Creation Week are

(Continued on page 4)
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“The signs and wonders, which the Lord
said had to happen, the famines, the
earthquakes, the terrors, and the nations
in upheaval. These all seem to us like a
dream to be told to others. The report of
theses things does not disturb us, nor the
spectacle itself. For the elect shall be
gathered prior to the tribulation coming
upon the unrighteous world.”

—Ephraim the Syrian (AD 306-373)

“"And therefore, in the end, when the
Church is suddenly caught up from this, it
is said, ‘There shall be tribulation such as
has not been since the beginning, neither
shall be.” For this is the last contest of the
righteous, in which, when they over-
come, they are crowned with incorrup-
tion.” —Irenaeus (circa AD 130-202)

“Atheism is a fairytale for those afraid of
the light.” —Dr. John Lennox

“When we pick up a King James Bible, we
should have a reverent heart. These are
God's words in our hands. When we
read, we need to ask the Lord of the
universe to help us understand His words
by His Holy Spirit. His promise is that if
we trust Him and meditate on His words,
He will help us understand them.”
—David W. Daniel

"I am not what I ought to be. I am not
what I wish to be. I am not what I one
day will be. But, by the grace of God, I
am not what I once was.” —John Newton

"Christianity is in stark opposition to so-
cialism, which is why the Left will never
be satisfied until they have reduced the
cross to kindling and the church to
ashes." —Kevin Sorbo

"Mathematics is the alphabet with which
God has written the universe."

—Galileo Galilei, Father of Modern Obser-
vational Astronomy

"I thank Thee my Creator and my Lord,
that Thou has given me this joy in Thy
Creation, this thrill in the works of Thy
hand. I have made known Thy glory to
men as far as my limited spirit can grasp
Thine Infinitude."

—Johannes Kepler, Father of Describing
Planetary Motion

"Gravity explains the motions of the plan-
ets, but it cannot explain who set the
planets in motion. God governs all things
and knows all that is or can be done."

—Isaac Newton, Father of Modern Physics

“America has always been a nation that
believes in the power of prayer, and we
will never apologize for our faith—ever,
ever, never, never. We will never surren-
der our God-given rights.”

—President Donald Trump

“The fact is, we often times read Scrip-
ture, thinking of what it ought to say,
rather that what it does say.”

—Charles Spurgeon

43" Church Anniversary Celebration!
Sunday, September 21, 2025

e Special Music with Eric Hawout during the
Morning Service at 11:00 PM

e Dinner & Fellowship at 12:30 PM

e Gospel Concert with Eric Hawout at 2:00 PM

e No Evening Service

Mark your calendars for September 21!

Sunday, September 21, the Richfield Bible Baptist Church will be celebrat-
ing its 43" anniversary. We have a great day planned!

Gospel soloist Eric John Hawout will be our special guest again this year
during our morning service at 11:00 AM. Following the morning service you
are invited to enjoy a delicious meal at 12:30 PM. Don't run off because we
have a free gospel music concert with Bro. Hawout at 2:00 PM. Stay for fel-
lowship and dinner leftovers after the concert.

Please make every effort to be here and to bring a friend. If you have ev-
er been a part of the church in the past, we want to extend a special invita-
tion for you to be a part of our celebration. If you cannot make it for the
morning service, you are welcome to join us for dinner and the concert.

Also, please note that our Sunday evening service is cancelled that day.

See you there!

SeptemBer 21.28 | 7:00PM
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds

»
N

NATHAN FRY

CHRIS MILLER Audio/Visual

Crusade Speaker

TIM THOMPSON

Music Coordinator

ANDREW HENRY

Volunteer Coordinator

A number of Independent Fundamental Baptist Churches in the area have
banded together with Hope For America for an area-wide evangelistic crusade.
Services will be at 7:00 PM each night at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds.

Ahead of the crusade, Pastor Al Davis (Richfield Bible Baptist Church, Rich-
field) and Pastor John Lutz (NorthCoast Baptist Church, Lakewood) will be
combining their Friday, September 19, radio programs to talk with Pastor Joel
Royalty (Broadview Heights Baptist Church, Broadview Heights) and Evange-
list Chris Miller (Hope For America) about the crusade. Be sure to tune in to
1220 WHKW (on air) or visit WHKWRadio.com (online) from 1:00 PM to 2:00
PM to listen to this special program.

You can also visit the Hope For America website at https://
hopecrusade.org/cleveland/ for more information.

(Continued on page 5)

This,is;the hour.to,preach truth without apology.
To'shepherd with'fire inlyour bones: To ralse‘u_p warriors, not spectators.
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That's a Very Long Day

(Continued from page 2)

better understood as referring to long
periods of time in order to bring the
Genesis account of creation in line
with modern science, they contend
that the Hebrew word, yom, is better
interpreted as a longer period such as
an age or epoch. Consequently, since
they believe that modern science is
correct in saying that the universe and
the earth are billions of years old, they
believe that the six days of creation
are actually vast ages consisting of
billions of years each. To do so, they
are forced to allegorize and spiritual-
ize the text and to reinterpret the order
of God’s creative acts.

Now, while all Young Earth Crea-
tionists believe that God directly cre-
ated everything during the six 24-hour
days of the Creation Week, not all
Old Earth Creationists disagree with
yom being interpreted as 24-hour days
in Genesis chapter one. There is a
subgroup of Old Earth Creationists
who hold to the Gap Theory. The Gap
Theory developed among conserva-
tive Christians during the late 1800’s
and early 1900’s as a way to reconcile
the Bible with what seemed like over-

whelming scientific evidence that the

earth and universe were millions (later
to become billions) of years old, not
thousands. To accommodate the
seemingly irrefutable evidence, the
Gap Theory argues that there is a long
gap — billions of years long — between
the first two verses of Genesis chapter
one. According to this view, God cre-
ated the original heavens and earth
billions of years ago. The original
earth teemed with life, including dino-
saurs and pre-Adamic races of people,
accounting for the many fossils and
remains of early hominoids that scien-
tists were discovering and dating as
being millions of years old. Then, due
to Satan’s rebellion, the earth was
devastated and laid waste, becoming
“without form and void,” between
Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. Consequently,
the creation week, of six 24-hour
days, according to the Gap Theory, is
actually a re-creation or restoration
week. This position, while generally
maintaining the literal interpretation
of the text, still requires a few tweaks
and reinterpretations of other passages
in order to add, and to justify adding,

a gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. On
the surface, though, it appears to recon-
cile the Bible with fossils that are mil-
lions of years old and starlight from
stars that are billions, of light years
away.

Most Old Earth Creationists, how-
ever, reject the Gap Theory. Instead,
they argue that the creation week is
figurative, not literal, and covers vast
epochs of billions of years. While most
of these Old Earth Creationists agree
that God created the universe and life,
they believe He did it through progres-
sive acts of creation, starting with the
Big Bang and then intervening from
time to time but generally allowing
things to develop and progress under
His watch care. Still others, though,

How long is
that day?!

hold to a position known as Theistic
Evolution, believing that God did no
special acts of creation, except, per-
haps, the initial Big Bang, but has
guided evolution down through the
ages to achieve His desired ends.
These positions reject the literal inter-
pretation of the text and require exten-
sive allegorizing or spiritualizing of the
Scripture.

So, again, which one is right?

To answer that question, we need to
keep in mind one of the cardinal rules
of Bible interpretation: ‘“When the
plain sense makes common sense, seek
no other sense.” Or, to put it another
way, let the text mean what it says un-
less it says to do otherwise by viewing
the Bible in the same way we would
approach the newspaper, a college text-
book, or normal literature, taking into
account figures of speech, history and
various genres. This is known as the
Historical-Grammatical method.

Using this method of Bible inter-
pretation, the Young Earth Creation-
ists are clearly the most closely
aligned with the Genesis account of
Creation. However, because of that,
they are also the most misaligned with
the claims of modern science.

So, what about Old Earth Crea-
tionists who hold to the Gap Theory.
Personally, this is the position that I
held when I was studying biology and
evolution in college. Because 1 was
unaware of the scientific evidence in
favor of a young earth at the time, the
Gap Theory helped me rationalize the
billions of years taught in class with
the 24-hour days of creation taught at
church. However, shortly after col-
lege, 1 read The Genesis Flood, writ-
ten in 1961 by Dr. Henry Morris and
Dr. John C. Whitcomb, which opened
my eyes to evidence of a young earth
and how a global flood can better ac-
count for many fossils and geological
features than billions of years of slow,
uniform processes. It also exposed
one of the glaring problems of the
Gap Theory: Death.

Those who hold to the Gap Theo-
ry, as well as all other Old Earth Crea-
tionists positions, believe death exist-
ed prior to Adam’s sin. However, in
Romans 5:12-14, Paul writes:

Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned:
(For until the law sin was in
the world: but sin is not im-
puted when there is no law.
"Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even
over them that had not sinned
after the similitude of Adam's
transgression, who is the fig-
ure of him that was to come.

Consequently, Old Earth Creation-
ists who hold the Gap Theory have to
believe that death in Romans 5:12-14
only refers to Adam and his descend-
ants, not to the pre-Adamic races and
animals that they believe lived and
died in the billions of years between
Genesis 1:1 and 1:2.

The other Old Earth Creationists
run into the same problem. Because

(Continued on page 5)
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Postcard Project

Please pray for our postcard project. We are endeavoring to mail a spe-
cial postcard to every address in the 44286 zip code area. The project entails
three mailings, each of approximately 1000 addresses, both business and
residential. They will be going out in September. #

(Continued from page 3)

For the preaching of the cr ;

is to them that perish foolisHness;

but unto us which are, itis the power of God. -
(1 Corinthians 1:18) S

Richfield Bible Bapti

BBCRichfield.com

Postal
Permit

Mailing Address

Pastor Alfred B. Davis
(330) 659-6561  RichfieldBBC@gmail.com

That's a Very Long Day

(Continued from page 4)

they believe life evolved over billions
of years, they also need to accept and
justify death occurring before Adam’s
sin. In addition, they have to explain
why their view’s order of creation con-
flicts with the Genesis account. Con-
sider, for example the contrast of the
creation of the earth and the universe in
the Bible. The Bible gives the order of
creation as the earth first, then light,
then the sun, moon, and stars. Secular
science says the order is first light, then
stars, then the sun, then the earth and
moon. In regard to living things, the
Bible gives the order of plants, includ-
ing flowering plants, first, then sea life,
including fish, whales, and flying ani-
mals such as birds and bats, then in-
sects and all other land animals, fol-
lowed by Adam and Eve. Secular sci-
ence says the order would be sea life,
then primitive plants, then flowering
plants and insects, followed by am-
phibians, then reptiles, including dino-
saurs, followed by birds and mammals,
followed by whales (land mammals
who went back to the water) and a suc-
cession of hominids eventually evolv-
ing into modern man.

You begin to see why Old Earth
Creationists cannot use the Historical-
Grammatical approach to understand-
ing the Scriptures. They are forced to
look at the Genesis account of creation
as an allegory, full of spiritual meaning
but not much scientific meaning. Oth-
erwise, how would they explain how
the earth existed on Day 1, billions of
years before the sun, moon, and stars

appear on Day 4; how flowering
plants, created on Day 3, survived and
reproduced for billions of years be-
fore the creation of pollinators on Day
6; or how ocean dwelling whales ap-
peared on Day 5, billions of years
before their land dwelling ancestors
appeared on Day 6.

Since the Historical-Grammatical
approach is the most natural and sim-
plest way to read and understand the
Bible, I believe that it is the best way
to understand the Genesis account of
creation, as well as everything else in
the Bible. Consequently, I reject all
the Old Earth Creationist positions
and hold to the Young Earth Creation-
ist position.

But what of the seemingly over-
whelming scientific evidence indicat-
ing that the earth is billions of years
old? Well, three things come to mind.
First, abundant evidence of a young
earth exists but is often unreported,
ignored, or covered up. Second, not
all evidence is what it appears to be.
And, third, the interpretation of evi-
dence is often subject to personal bi-
as, belief, and prejudices.

Remember Paul’s admonition to
Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:20-21:

0 Timothy, keep that which
is committed to thy trust,
avoiding profane and vain
babblings, and oppositions of
science falsely so called:
'Which some professing have
erred concerning the faith.
Grace be with thee. Amen.

T

Trust

(Continued from page 1)
he shall be saved, and shall go in
and out, and find pasture.
(John 10:9)

No Back Door

There’s no back door
entrance to heaven
And hell has no fire escape;
Through the cross is
life offered and given;
One’s direction
determines one’s fate.

And David left his carriage in the
hand of the keeper of the carriage,
and ran into the army, and came
and saluted his brethren. And as he
talked with them, behold, there
came up the champion, the Philis-
tine of Gath, Goliath by name, out
of the armies of the Philistines, and
spake according to the same
words: and David heard them. And
all the men of Israel, when they
saw the man, fled from him, and
were sore afraid.

(1 Samuel 17:22-24)

The Path of Least Resistance

To seek the path
of least resistance,
Persuaded it's the Lords’s,
And fail to trust in His deliverance
When battle life affords;

To halt with enemy before
And course of action clear,
Bewrays a lack of faith at core
And compromise with fear.

T

Indian Chief Makes
Heap Big Talk

(Continued from page 2)

We can always count on Deacon Hale
in our work. He cannot talk our language
but understands many things in English.
He is an example of what the gospel will
do. He was born in war days and his early
training was in the wilds of the plains.
Now he is a cultured Christian gentleman
though he cannot read. The first part of his
life was spent under savage influence. The
later part is being spent in devoted, intelli-
gent service for our Master. ¥

Davis, T.J. “Indian Chief Makes Heap Big
Talk.” Missions: American Baptist Interna-
tional Magazine, Vol. 13, No. 2, 1922, pp. 38.
Google Books, https://books.google.com/
books?id= 1pnNAAAAMAAJ&printsec=
frontcover&dq=The+Baptist+tHome+ Mis-
sion+Monthly&hl=en&sa=X&ei=gUzYUre7BM
GtrgHa-IHgCw&ved= 0CFEQG6AEw-
BzgU#v=onepage&q=The%20 Baptist%
20Home%20Mission%20Monthly &f =false.
Accessed 8 Sep 2025.
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THE BIBLE BAPTIST BEACON

A PUBLICATION OF
Richfield Bible Baptist Church
P.O. Box 452
Richfield, OH 44286
BBCRichfield.com

Meeting at:
4174 Wheatley Road, Suite 200, Richfield, Ohio

Listen to...

Live with Pastor Al
Sundays at 10:00 PM & Fridays at 1:30 PM
on AM 1220 WHKW (Cleveland)
LiveWithPastorAl.com

“So then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17 )




